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“THANK YOU, NIKITA™ 
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WRESTLINGS BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ¢untshed Monnyy- 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling lilustrated is packed with axching 
Stories and action photos. Each issue contains 15 pages of color and brings you all the latest news 
of the wrestling world. The annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of 
the past 12 months, pfus a chance for you to voice yaur opinions on the year’s tap wrestlers and 
achievements in our special fan poll. 
Special Features in PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR foldout, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’ $s biggest stars... Each <7 ae 
issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling's top names. . . “Scouting Report’ provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of slx top stars’ strengihs and weaknesses 
_. “Wrestling Enquirer’’ brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime .. . “Arena Report” brings you hundreds of match 
results from around the wrestling word . . . Award-winning 
columns from wrestling's most respected staff of Independent 
journalists .. . Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of 
“Ratings Analysis"... Ail this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 


INSIDE WRESTLING usisned monny) 


“The magazine that nips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard anc digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenss stories you want to read. Each month, inside Wrestling orings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatife topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous "'Hotseat’’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling's top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred... Exclusive Top 15 ratings In saven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory avaitable anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 

/ i [ae from the best wrestling writers In the world .. . “Where Are They Now?” updatas tha whereabouts 
a ous Maa tet of four top wrestlers . . . "Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography pius fultlpage pinup of a major 
~ yeevaae mat star... Alf this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 





























THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrillad wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date, The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly Issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of 
magazines. 

Special Features in The Wrestier: The latest from columnists Dave Rosenbaum and Bob Smith 
.., ‘Correspondents Reports’’ on major matches coast to coast. . . Thumbs Up, Thumbs Oown,”" 
which tells you who in wrestling deserves praise and who deserves abuse... Each issue also 
contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one of your favorite wrestlers .. . A special 
‘{ntroducing" feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star every Issue .. . “You Asked Us” allows 
your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR questions . . . Plus, on a rotating bimonthly basis, 






Less Than “Beyond The Squared Circle,” offering exclusive candid photos of your favorite stars, and ‘‘Matt 
Brack's Looking Back,” bringing back Matt’s memories of a match from yesteryear . . . Al! lhis and 
§ a Ve 3 1 more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
--~——— fe Magazine! 
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LEGION OF STEINERS 

Your “Superstar Dream Match” 
pitting Rick and Scott Steiner against 
The Legion of Doom (August 1991) 
was easily the most entertaining | 
have ever read, | can’t imagine these 
teams ever having such animosity to- 
ward each other. But if they did, | 
imagine il would happen something 
like that. 





Rick Stelner vs. Hawk? That would be In- 
tense, says reader Pau! Haroldson. 

lt would be even more incredible 

if they fought with both the WWE 

and WCW World tag team titles on 

the line. Then you’d see the action 

increase tenfold! 
PAUL HAROLDSON 
Green Bay, WI 


MON SHERRI 

Sensational Sherri had it ali going 
her way when she was Randy Sav- 
age’s manager. So what does she go 
and do? She turns against Savage 
and goes with Ted DiBiase, the “Mil- 
lion-Dollar Sham”! 

Sherri, baby, you blew it. DiBiase 
is going to drop you the first chance 
he gets. You should've been smart 
enough to realize that, although | 
guess nobody could ever accuse you 
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Teri Power truly Is a lower of power, says reader Gina Mangetti. She'll be very surprised If 
Power does not win the LPWA championship. 


of being smart. How in the world 
did you ever win those world wom- 
en's titles in the AWA and WF? It 
must have been magic! 

Get down on your knees, girl, and 
beg “Macho King” for your job 
back. Good luck, though, because 
he seems lo be happy with 
tlizabeth. 

PAULA PERALLI 
Cheyenne, WY 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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TERRI TERRIFIC 

When I first saw Terri Power on 
LPWA telecasts, | was immediately 
impressed by the physique on this 
young lady. She truly is a force for 
the future, as your recent story indi- 
cated ("A New Breed Of Female Ath- 
lete: Can Wrestling Withstand The 
Tower Ol Power?” August 1991). 

The only other woman who rivals 
her in size and power is Reggie Ben- 


nett. A feud between those two 

would really put the LPWA on the 
map. 

GINA MONGETTI 

Wilmington, DE 


SNAKEBIT 

I'm still trying to figure oul why 
you assigned David Rosenbaum to 
write “Jake vs. Quake—Oh, That 
Poor Snake!” (August 1991). Rosen- 
baum is the biggest snake-hater of 
all-time! His attempts at impartiality 
were a joke! His hatred for the snake 
came through loud and clear. 

The next time you do a story on 
Jake Roberts’ snake, please let some- 


. 


a 





one else do it. Even Eddie Ellner 
would be preferable to Rosenbaum. 
WARREN BARON 

Des Moines, IA 


DOOMED 

When Ron Simmons and Butch 
Reed split up, | knew the feud be- 
tween them would be tremendously 
intense. That's why when | read 
“Ron Simmons Declares Victory: 
‘Butch Reed Is Doomed To Oblivi- 
on!’” (August 1997), it did not sur- 
prise me that Simmons would make 
such a boast. 

All the time they were leammates 
in Doom, it always seemed to me 


Even though they were together as Doom for more than a year, a feud between Butch Reed 
and Aon Simmons was Inevitable, reader Dawn Graf says. 


like there was a tension between 
Simmons and Reed. Maybe it’s be- 
cause Simmons started out his ca- 
reer as a fan favorite, while Reed 
never liked the fans at all. In terms 
of pure wrestling skills, it was a great 
move to put these two together, but 
Woman (and later Teddy Long) had 
to know their different philosophies 
would eventually tear them apart. 
| would love to see Simmons win 
a singles title without a manager, 
Hopetully, he will have the good 
sense never to turn bad again. 
DAWN GRAF 
Freeport, NY 


HE’S PERFECT 

Why do you folks continue to in- 
sist on Calling “Mr. Perfect” Curt 
Hennig? Isn’t it obvious to you that 
the man does not want to be called 
Hennig? 

While I’m sure he is proud to be 
known as the son of Larry “The Ax” 
Hennig, he has decided that the 
world should know him by a new 
name. In fact, he hasn't called him- 
self Hennig tor about three years. 

Please, make this change in your 
magazines as soon as possible. 

BILL HARPER 
Lewiston, ME 





John Tolos may Jove to interfere, but, to 
reader Harold Linco!n, he’s not frightening. 


HARDLY FEARSOME 
Johin Tulos would like everyone to 
believe that he is one of the most 
fearsome managers in the sport, but 
one would never suspect that from 
seeing the photo of him in “Know 
Your Holds” (August 1991). In that 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Brian Pillman was farced to leave WCW after being pinned by. Bary Windham ai Clash of 
the Champions XV. But now Windham is being plagued by someona named The Yellow 
Dog, a wrestler whose style Is strikingly similar to Pillman's. 


FTER WORKING HIMSELF 

into contention for Ric Flair’s 
WCW World title, “Flyin'" Brian 
Pillman will soar over WCW rings 
no more. The popular Cincinnati 
native was pinned by Barry Wind- 
ham at Clash of the Champions 
XV on June 12 in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

As determined in a pre-match 
stipulation, the loser of the fall of 
the match pitting Pillman and E| 
Gigante against Windham and 
Am Anderson was forced to leave 
the federation indefinitely. 
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“Yeah, I’m shocked,” admitted 
Pillman as he cleaned out his 
locker following the match. “I’m 
totally stunned. When | first came 
to WCW in 1989, | thought I’d be 
here for years. Now, I’m being 
forced to leave, and | don't feel 
like going. WCW is like home to 
me, | have no idea where I'll end 
up.” 

Compounding the disappoint- 
ment for Pillman was the fact that 
he and Gigante seemed on their 
way to victory in the action- 
packed match. As Gigante and 


Windham brawled outside the 
ring, Pillman delivered a crushing 
powerslam to Anderson. Pillman 
climbed to the top turnbuckle to 
attempt a flying bodypress, but 
Windham raced to the apron and 
pulled Piilman’s legs out from un- 
der him, sending him sprawling 
face-first to the mat. Windham 
then kicked Pillman in the face to 
score the pinfall. 

“In a way, | blame myself for 
Brian's loss,’” said a somber 
Gigante through his trainer, David 
Sierra, as he watched Pillman 
pack his bags. “‘After all, | never 
tagged into the match. | was so 
concemed with punishing Wind- 
ham and Anderson that | forgot all 
about winning the match. | have 
told Brian not to worry. | will get 
revenge for him." 

Gigante isn’t the only person 
who will try to get even with Wind- 
ham and Anderson, it appears. 
Just two days after the Clash, 
WCW officials announced that a 
masked newcomer named The 


Yellow Dog would fill in for 
Pillman in several tag team 
matches. 


“Who is this guy?" asked an 
disbelieving Windham after being 
pinned by the Dog on June 14 at 
the St. Louis Arena, as Windham 
and Flair were defeated by 
Gigante and Dog. "He seems fa- 
miliar to me, but | can’t place the 
guy. One thing's for sure—if he’s 
picking up the gauntlet for 
Pillman, I'll be just as happy to 
send this new guy out of WCW 
the way | did with the other runt.” 

So who is the Dag? So far, the 
odd newcomer hasn't said a 

(Continued on page 58) 
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magazine “For Today's Wrestling Fan." With 
its in-depth stories and unique columns, 
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of the classiest wrestling magazines ever. 
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magazine with the full-color “Action < 
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“Dream Match” and many other exciting 

features. 
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Steve Williams: “| told everybody | was 
gonna do it, and now I’ve done it. 
Beating Bam Bam Bigelow to win the 
UWF TV title was one of the greatest 
moments of my career, but it’s just the 
beginning. I’m going to travel the 
world defending this title. Japan, Aus- 
tralia, you name it. I’m hittin’ the road, 
and you know | can hit harder than 
the pavement can. By this time next 
year, they'll be ranking the UWF title 
as high as any championship. Wait 
and see.” 





Nikita Koloff: “Sting, Luger, all the rest. 
They're all the same. Weak, shabby 
Americans who don’t know the mean- 
ing of hard work and determination. 
Lying, cheating hypocrites who would 
desert their friends if it meant more 
money in their pockets. | can see right 
through these fools. That’s why I’m 
out to show all the world they are not 
the heroes they made themselves out 
to be. | have dedicated my life to fit- 
ness and championships. Why do the 
fans boo me?” 
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Charlie Norris: “It took months, but 
I've finally regained the PWA title. 
Now it seems like every rulebreaker in 
the world is out for my blood. The 
former champion, Ricky Rice, says that 
he wants the belt back, but he’s. not 
alone. I’ve been informed that Teijho 
Khan, Larry Cameron, and Bill Irwin all 
want title matches. To that | say: Gen- 
tlemen, start your engines. | will take 
you afl on. My Indian heritage insists | 
be brave. | know no other way.” 








Kevin Casey: “What? You never heard 
of The Truth’? Hey, that’s because you 
ain't been in the right place at the 
right time. I’ve been the hottest man- 
ager on the independent scene for 
years. I’ve managed Ivan Koloff, Buddy 
Landell, all the big stars. Bui my latest 
achievement has been my greatest. It 
was my plan that led my Billion-Dollar 
Babies—G.Q. Stratus and Mike Sam- 
son—all the way to the IWCCW tag 
team championship. Spell the name 
right, boys.” 





Tony Anthony: “Funny things are going 
on. | don’t know what to think. Last 
week, | appeared on Championship 
Wrestling in Memphis, and the fans in 
the studio gave me a big ovation. 
What? Three days later, Kim—that’s 
The Dirty White Girl—and t wrestled at 
the Pipkin Building, and some fans 
gave her a long-stemmed rose. What 
kills me about this is that | haven’t 
changed a bit. | guess showing Dr. 
Tom Prichard who's boss around here 
has really made a difference.” 





Black Bart: "| know, | know. My record 
hasn't been the greatest during the 
last few months. Don’t worry about 
that. I’ve got some news that’s gonna 
turn the wrestling world right on its 
ear. I’m going to be involved in the 
biggest, baddest new concept to his 
the sport since the invention of ring 
ropes. What's up my sleeve? That’s 
really for me to know and for you to 
guess. If | let the cat out of the bag 
now, it wouldn’t be as shocking as 
when you do find out.” 





x) 
Rick Rude: “| keep getting asked the 
same question. ‘Ravishing, when are 
you going to return to a major federa- 
tion?” First off, that’s nobody’s busi- 
ness. Maybe | never will. Right now, 
\‘ve got independent promoters from 
all around the world ringing my phone 
off the hook trying to get me to ap 
pear on their cards. | get to compete 
when and where | want, or maybe not 
at all. Better than that, | don’t have a 
know-nothing, worthless manager get- 
ting in my way.” 





Jimmy fack Funk: “What's in a mame? 
Not much, really. | realize that most 


fans around the Pacific Northwest 
know that | began my career as Jesse 
Barr. Then, a few years ago, | met up 
with Dory and Terry Funk, who made 
me an official Funk brother. Now {'m 
back in the PNW, but I’m going to 
keep using the Funk name. After all, if 
it wasn’t for that, | would never have 
been able to enjoy my successful stints 
in the WWF and USWA. Why mess 
with a winner?” 


Barry Windham: “Brian Pillman is gone, 
finished, history, out the door—and | 
was the guy who made it happen. Yes 
sir, | kicked him in the chops at Clash 
XV, pinned his worthless butt, and 
sent him out of WCW on a rail. Now, 
not only do | not have to wrestle him 
anymore, but | now can set my sights 
on winning a title without that glori- 
fied little prelim bum around. [In a 
way, though, I’m going to miss him. it 
was a lot of fun kicking his tail all over 
the ring.” 


Sunny Beach: “Most of the time, | have 
a pretty upbeat, positive attitude. But 
when [ see that idiot Cactus Jack maul- 
ing some unfortunate opponent, my 
blood starts to boil so hot that { can’t 
think straight. Just look at the guy. He 
never works out, never applies a scien- 
tific wrestling hold, and he smells as if 
he just walked out of a recycling bin. 
No, I’ve just got to put an end to this 
guy. | can’t really explain why. | just 
know that | have to.” 


CII III III IA AI ASA TIAA IOS SSI ASAIN SI ODI I AIS SSDI III NINO ION INI I IION) 





Robert Fuller; \'ve done everything in 
my power to convince Jeff Jarrett—and 
the fans—that | can be trusted. Now, 
after a few months of hard work, | 
think I’ve proven myself to everybody. 
But what happened to me on TV in 
June is something I’m never gonna 
forget. These two new thugs, Master 
Blaster and Tex Salinger, tried to suffo- 
cate me by putting a plastic bag over 
my head. These creeps tried to take 
me out—permanently. There’s no ex- 
cuse for this.” 





Michael Hayes: “All right, kiddies, sing 


with me: ‘Free-birds, Atlanta, GA! 
Baddest street in the whole U.S.A.!' 
Whoo, that’s right, folks, Jimmy ‘Jam’ 
and myself are back on top as U.S. tag 
team champions. Add bad ol’ 
Badstreet to the mix, and we're WCW 
six-man tag team champions. Add Dal- 
las Page, Big Daddy Dink, and those 
torrid Dolls, and you got a non-stop 
party that’s leavin’ me just amazed. 
Hiring Page was the greatest thing | 
ever did. What a blast!” Oo 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 
rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE FRANKENSTEINER 


By Scott Steiner 


T’S NOT A dropkick—but | have to fly through the 

air to do it. It’s not a suplex—but the guy does a big 
flip in-the air. {t's not even a slam—but the opponent 
ends up on the mat in a heap. Heaven help anyone 
who gets caught in my “Frankensteiner”! 

Since { started using this maneuver about three 
years ago, people have been calling it the most innova- 
tive wrestling move in years. | have to agree. | truly 
believe my development of this hold is what trans- 
formed me into a true superstar. Of course, teaming 
with my brother, Rick, had a lot to do with that, too! 

The beautiful thing about the “Frankensteiner” is 
that you don’t need to have a worn-down opponent in 
order to properly implement the hold. in fact, it’s 
better if a guy is pretty fresh. All you need is to catch 
the guy in a standing position, and the move does the 
rest. 

It’s best if | can catch someone when he’s bounding 
off the ropes. Then, | leap in the air as high as | can. 
Instead of dropkicking the guy in the chest, | sail right 
into him so that my legs actually scissor him around 
the neck. 

Next comes the hard part. Once | have the man 
scissored, { fall back into a handspring. | have to be 
real careful doing this; more than once, | badly twisted 
my neck by landing in an awkward position. But if | 
do it right, } can flip myself face down while my legs 
are still around my foe. The guy flips through the air 
and ends up on his back—the perfect position for a 
pinfall. The guy ends up with his neck, back, and even 
his ribs all hurting like hell. 

I’m proud of the “Frankensteiner” and all I’ve ac- 
complished with it. | even feel proud when someone 
else tries to use the hold. But I’m sure that no one will 
ever use this hold as effectively as I do. Oi 















aloe i) 


Steiner's awesome ‘Frankensteiner,’” 
quite possibly the best finishing ma- 
neuver in the sport. 





Andre the Giant stands 7’5" and weighs 497 pounds... 
Grenoble, France . .. Wrestling was his first love, and he 
after his pro debut, hooked up with Canadian wrestler 
Frank Valois, who helped guide Andre through the early 
years of his career .. . The legendary ‘‘Eighth Wonder of 


rulebreaker . . . Physical health remains in question... 


with legend status... Blggest weakness: Is said to have 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH: 
ANDRE THE GIANT vs. EL GIGANTE 





COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


ANDRE THE GIANT 
Currently in his 20th year as a pro... A native of 


entered the sport as soon as he was able . . . Shortly 


the World” recently ended a four-year stint as a 


Three biggest strengths: two solid decades of 
experience, boot to the face, confidence that comes 


severe back problems, 


EL GIGANTE 
El Gigante stands 7'7"’ and welghs 435 pounds... 
Currently in his second year as a pro . . . A native of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina . .. A former member of the 
Argentine national basketball team .. . Drafted by the 
Atlanta Hawks, but didn’t make the team and was 
subsequenily offered a WCW contract . . . Currently 
being guided in his career by veteran grappler David 
Sierra ... Beqan his career tentatively, but has 
expanded his skills and won matches against WCW 
World champion Ric Flair. . . Three biggest strengths: 
mobility, clawhald, hunger to learn. . . Biggest 
weakness: Inexperlence against a wide range of foes. 


HERE WAS HOPE that the recent NBA 
championships might offer the closest match- 
ug ever between transcendent athletes in the 
primes of their careers. But with their five-game 
annihilation of the Los Angeles Lakers, the Chica- 
go Bulls proved their worth as the season’s best 
basketball team and Michael Jordan distanced 
himself from Magic Johnson—and about everyone 
else to ever lace up a pair of hightops—as the 
game's foremost player. 
Such is sport’s one immutable truth: Dream 





matchups never realize the fever with which they 
are anticipated. The sports fan continues to 
dream, though, and for that reason the hope never 
dies that one day what was promised will be 
delivered. 

Which is what made the marquee matchup be- 
tween Andre the Giant and El Gigante in every 
way a contest larger than life—larger even than its 
formidable participanis—since the reality exceeded 
a buildup that was excessive even by pro wrestling 
standards. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s 
greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 
own imagination! 


NEW BREED 

There are scenes of such bi- 
zarre dementia that they resist the 
language to properly describe 
them. One such display occurred 
at the first meeting of FALIA (For- 
eign Athletes Living In America). 
E} Gigante, the wrestler from Ar- 
gentina, was trying to simulate to 
Yugosiavian-born Laker center 
Vilade Divac the way he and his 
friends used to pluck toucans— 
the multicolored birds indigenous 
to South America—from trees. In 
another corner, Russian-born 
Viacheslav Fetisov, a defenseman 
for the NHL’s New Jersey Devils, 
compared the women of his 
hometown with those from the 
hometown of Manute Bol, Suda- 
nese-born center of the NBA’s 
Philadelphia 76’ers. 

The function of FALIA is to help 
athletes from other countries as- 
similate smoothly into American 
culture. “These are youngsters, 
mostly, whisked away from their 
hometowns, their families, and 
their language—suddenly, with 
tons of money, and a lot of so- 
called friends wanting to help 
thern spend it,” said Cretian-born 
Garo Ypremian, ex-placekicker for 
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Rh was tough for El Gigante to leave his home country of Argentina to wrestle in America. 
That’s why the support of FALIA was so important. 
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the Miami Dolphins and the soci- 
ety's director. “Although _ their 
teammates are helpful, they are 
not always around. We try to fill in 
the holes. 

“Take El Gigante, for instance. 
Because of his immense height 
and relatively stight frame, we 
placed him in the same training 
program as Manute Bol. He has 
personal nutritionists, weight train- 
ers, teachers, and therapists—all 
who speak Spanish—to assist 
him. He wants for nothing and is 
learning English much faster than 
if he had to be out there alone.” 


EXCUSE HIM 

It was a loud belch, but no one 
heard it; the cavernous house, set 
into a mountain bluff somewhere 
in the Rockies, was empty save 
for its giant owner. Andre the Gi- 
ant placed his empty beer can on 
the floor beside 12 others and 
waddled toward the living room. 
Watching the ESPN special on 
FALIA conjured memories of his 
first days in the United States. He 
recalled his initial tour of America, 
as a 20-year-old — giant/child 
plucked from the safety of Greno- 
bie, his French hometown. He re- 
membered many hands back 
then, but few of them very helpful, 
and certainly none with his best 
interests in mind. Most went for 
his pockets in search of his wallet. 

Nutritionists. Therapists. 
Agents. What he would have giv- 
en for a single friend back then! 
Fortunately, it wasn't long before 
he met good people—French Ca- 
nadians Frank Valois and 
Edouard Carpentier—who provid- 
ed sound advice and shielded 
him from the battery of offers, re- 
quests, and demands on his time 
that soon came his way. Since 
then, Andre has played with Presi- 
dents, prayed with Popes, ‘and 
dined with dignitaries, but to this 
day his first two frends, Valois 
and Carpentier, remain his 
closest. 
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Twenty years ago, friends like Yvon Robert Jr. and Edouard Carpentler helped Andre the 
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Glant adjust to the hectic life of a professional wrestler. 


The walk from the kitchen to 
his colossal recliner in the living 
room exhausted him. Andre be- 
gan to tire after his second six- 
pack—not at all like the old days 
where he was known to down a 
case of beer before the night be- 
gan. This night he fell into a 
dreamless sleep in front of his 
television, essentially happy and 
content with the hand life had 
dealt him—or so he thought. 


THE OF SUCCESS 

El Gigante was happier than a 
piranha in a pond full of flabby 
flesh. He had been a reluctant re- 
cruit to the American wrestling 
nng. After being drafted by but 


failing to make Ted Turner's At- 
lanta Hawks, it took a personal 
visit from Ted to jure him to 
WCW. In the beginning, difficul- 
ties with language and customs 
were overshadowed by the prob- 
lems posed by quadruple-teaming 
tactics of Tne Four Horsemen. 
But as he gained confidence and 
ring experience, he quickly real- 
ized the depth and scope of his 
talents—and so did his oppo- 
nents. Although he was unable to 
wrest the World title from Ric 
Flair, Gigante became the most 
popular and highly paid wrestler 
in WCW. He drove a custom-built 
Porsche 911 and split his time be- 

(Continued on page 16) 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


in. which sport did Ken Patera win an Olympic 
medal? 

1) Weighilifting 3) Gymnastics 

2) Wrestling 4) Boxing 


Who was Hulk Hogan’s first WWE manager? 
1) Fred Blassie 3) Jimmy Hart 
2) Arnold Skaaland © _—4) Elizabeth 





Which man was never a member of Paul 


Ellering’s Legion of Doom? , : yee 
1) Jake Roberts 3) King Kong Bummdy Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 


2) Hawk 4) Buzz Sawyer ; questions correctly and you can 


How did you do? 


lf you’re up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Iflustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


For which NFL team did Brian Pilman 
compete? _ 

1) Kansas City Chiefs 3) Cincinnati Bengals 
2) Los Angeles Rams — 4) Atlanta Falcons 





Gorilla Monsoon was originally billed as being 
from: 

1) Manchuria 3) New Jersey 

2) Croatia 4) Montreal 





CALL NOW 


1-900-288-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as ofan aa you (ka, The coniest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
restriction to participate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contes! iS sponsored by G.C. London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Iustratad magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entries are available by 
sending a sell-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O, Box 374, Guillord, CT 06437-0674. To win, answer seven consecutive wresting tnvia quastions 
correclly and you automatically qualify for ha monthly drawing for ora $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner ol a one-year subscription to Pro Wresting 
Mlustraled Weekly. Tha cover prica value of an one-year subscriplion to Pro Wrestling Mustrated Weebly is $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 





Ted Tumer couldn’! have Gigante as a 
member of his Atlanta Hawks, so he decid- 
ed to make him a wrestler. It was a move 
that benefited everyone involved, 


tween two specially designed con- 
dominiums, one in Los Angeles 
and another in Atlanta. He had 
friends, girlfriends, and an endless 
amount of title belts to chase and 
collect. For him, too, fife in Ameri- 
ca was very, very good—for now. 


A WONDERFUL LIFE? 

Andre the Giant had settled 
comfortably into his routine. He 
was, now more than ever, a carni- 
val attraction, toted out occasion- 
ally by Vince McMahon for the 
fans to delight in (and paid hand- 
somely for his efforts). Even his 
most ardent supporters stopped 
regarding him as a competitive 
wrestler. One journalist, a sworn 
enemy of Andre’s who had 
pinned the sobriquet ‘The Giant 
Idiot” on him years before, had 
even softened his stance. ‘i have 
no problem with Andre as a cir- 
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(Continued from page 14) | 


cus clown," he wrote. “‘It’s only 
when he pretends to be a wrestler 
and insults an entire profession 
that I’m provoked. Now at least 
he and the rest of the world admit 
he's nothing more than a walking 
freak show.” 

Andre was oblivious to his crit- 
ics. When he examined the body 
of his work—the victorious wars 
against the sport’s fiercest rule- 
breakers, the 15-year undefeated 
streak, the international acclaim— 
he was satisfied with his legacy. 
He had money and security, hun- 
dreds of friends, and the adora- 
tion of millions of fans, Publicly 
and privately, he voiced no 
regrets. 


THE LATE SHOW 
Andre awoke in time to see the 
interview on Bob Costas’ TV 






— 


Atter years of irying, Gigante finally defeated Ric Flair to win the WCW World title. Still, 


‘show with El Gigante, the night 


after the Argentinian finally cap- 
tured the WCW World title from 
Ric Flair. 

"Y’know, the comparisons are 
inevitable, El,"’ Costas said, ‘’be- 
tween you and Andre the Giant. 
Although Andre is  semiretired, 
there are those who feel he could 
still defeat you.” 

Andre smiled at the TV set; 
Costas continued. 

“In order for our viewers to 
make a more educated decision 
about the outcome of a match 
that will likely never take place, 
we have compiled a group of clips 
for you to compare the skills of 
wrestling’s biggest men.” 

The first clip was a highlight 
reel of £1 Gigante’s title-winning 
victory over Ric Flair, as big a 

(Continued on page 18) 


many fans belleved that Andre could defeat hin if they met. 


Yourre Invited 





To The Silver Anniversary Celebration 
Of Wrestling’s Most Respected Magazine 





The October 199] edition of The Wrestler marks the 25th anniversary of the magazine that has thrilled, entertained, and 
informed mat fans longer than any wrestling publication in existence! 


This important milestone will be marked by a very special color-packed issue of The Wrestler. 

Join us as we retrace the highlights af the last quarter century of wrestling action, Let us dazzle you with the some of the 
greatest photographs, carefully selected from the richest supply of wrestling pictures in the world. Learn the results of our poll 
of the 40. surviving men and women who haye ever served on the editorial board of The Wrestler as we rate the top 25 
wrestlers of the past 25 years. 

The Silver Anniversary edition of The Wrestler is a magazine event collectors won't want to miss! This very special issue, on 


sale August 13, is certain to be a newsstand setllout—be sure to pick up your copy early! 


THE 25th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 


UPASTaP 


ON SALE Aueust 13th! 


mismatch as there ever was in 
championship history. Gigante 
hurled Flair from  ringpost to 
ringpost, employing his _ size, 
strength, and unexpected agility 
to pin Flair in less than three min- 
utes. Flair seemed confused and 
frightened. lt was an awesome 
display that silenced the studio 
audience. 

Costas then showed four clips 
pulled from different points of 
Andre’s career. They were: 1) The 
time he paddled Sensational 
Sherri in a bar, 2) His disastrous 
run at the WWF title with Ted Di- 
Biase, Virgil, and the evil Hebner 
twin, 3) Him getting knocked out 
in a scene from the film The Prin- 
cess Bride, 4) His humiliating de- 
feat to Hulk Hogan in WrestieMa- 
nia Ill. 

Andre watched in growing hor- 
ror and anger as his years of ring 
combat were trivialized into four 
20-second clips, each one more 
embarrassing than the last. 

“This man called himself the 
‘Eighth Wonder of the World,’” 
Costas told Gigante, who re- 
sponded in ever-improving En- 
glish: '‘Are the other seven won- 
Gers as overrated?” 


GIANT RAGE 

In the movies, and in most 
dream matches, Andre would now 
crush a beer can with his left 
hand and call Vince McMahon 
with his right, demanding that he 
call WCW and get him an imme- 
diate match against El Gigante. 
But this was not to be. On this 
night, the mere effort it took to 
crush a can of beer would ex- 
haust him. But something inside 
him stirred; a disquieting rush of 
emotion, an overwhelming desire 
to act. 

In the age of George Foreman 
and Nolan Ryan, Andre was cer- 
tainly not old. But he was tired 
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and disastrously out of shape. His 
weight had ballooned to nearly 
600 pounds, 180 more than he 
had weighed in his prime 15 
years ago. But had Andre ever 
had a prime? The Giant's idea of 
training was to bench-press beer 
kegs, spigot preferably open. 
“Training is fine for little people,” 
he used to joke. “But mountains 
don’t have to ride exercise bikes.” 

There had never been a reason 
to augment his immense size and 
strength with an organized work- 
out program. As long as he could 
eventually lay a giant paw on an 
opponent, victory was virtually 
assured. 

Does he really care what they 
say about him now? Was the 
passing insult of an upstart 
youngster enough to change his 
entire life? Andre enjoyed his rou- 
tine of leisure, had earned it 
through two decades of sweat 
and travel and hard work. What 
did he have left to prove? And to 
whom? 





a2. 


Andre's performance In The Princess Bride 
was well-received, but he yeamed to be 
more respecied for what he accomplished 
In the ring. 


MIRAOR MIRROR 

Who was he kidding? Even in 
his darkest moments—the loss to 
Hogan, the legendary, bloody bat- 
tles against Don Leo Jonathan 
and Killer Kowalski—Andre knew 
in his heart he could do better. In 
those moments when individuals 
honestly confront their lives, An- 
dre couldn't say he had ever 
pushed himself to his limits. He 
never had to. He never felt chal- 
lenged. Imagine if he put in the 
ngorous training that other wres- 
tlers had! What could he have 
accomplished? 

But he liked his fun and his 
pnvacy. He savored his life, unlike 
many of his colleagues who, ob- 
sessed by title belts, never en- 
joyed the riches of their success. 
Suddenly, though, in the vast 
loneliness of his mansion, under 

(Continued on page 20) 


ORDER THE BEST IN 
WRESTLING VIDEOS NOW'!! 


WRESTLEWAR ‘97 
WAR GAMES NEW! 


Two rings completely 
covered by a steel cage! 
Only the strong will 
survive! The WCW 
forces have amassed and 
there Is only one solution 
to these rising tensions - 
War Games! A knock- 
down drag out blowout! 
Sting, Lex Luger, Stan 
Hansen, Doom, The 
Steiner Bros., Ric Fialr, 
Arn Anderson and many 
more top stars of WCW. 


Available 4/24/91 


$39.95/@90 min. Turner 


STARRCADE ‘90 
COLLISION COURSE 


Sting vs. the Black 
Scorpion! The first aver 
Tag Taam Championship 
a! the Universe! Lex 
Luger vs. Stan Hansen 
for the U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship. Doom 
vs. Ale Flair & Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min. Turner 


Pjease send me tha following videos: 


Title 


Shipping & handling 


MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOL. 7 


Mat fans will experience 
action like never before! 
Get your ringside seat 
for all the spills and 
thrills as Ted DjBiase 
takes on Magnum T.A., 
The Sheepherders & 
Jack Victory meet The 
Fantastics & Terry 
Taylor; and Brett Sawyer 
battles Gustav Mendoza. 


Only limited quantities 
available! 


$39.95/62 min. 
MASTERS OF MAYHEM 


World champlonship 
wrestling includes outra- 
geous, out-of-control 
headsiamming action. 
You'll sea Randy Savage, 
Jarry Lawler, Rick Rude, 
The Road Warriors, 
Dutch Manitall, Dirty 
White Boys, The Intems, 
Junkyard Dog, midgets 
and much more! 


$19.95/90 min, 


For Visa & MasterCard orders only call 1-800-729-0360 


Price 


GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH '86 

Ht was sports history in 
the making, back in the 
summer of '86! High 
lights include: Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Ric Flair In a 
Steel Cage for tha NWA 
World Heavyweight Title; 
The Road Warrlors vs. 
The Russians; Baby Doll, 
Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 
T.A. vs. Jim Cornette, 
The Midnight Express 
and Big Bubba, Jimmy 
Vallant vs. Shaska 
Whatley, Magnum T.A. 
vs. Nikita Koloff and 
more! 

Only limited quantities 
available! 

$39.95/@90 min.Turner 


WARLORDS OF THE 
AING 

Randy “Macho Man" Savage 
Is locked In a cage of no 
escape with Ronnie Garvin 
for an unbelievable fight! 
Nickolai Volkoff takes on 
King Kong Brody in and out 
of the ring. Angelo Poffo 
manhandies Tony Fable in 
an unforgettable match of 
wresiling Know-how and 
power. Also: Pez Whalley 
vs. Chief Don Eagie, fran 
Mike Sharpe, The Stallion 
and more! 2 


$19.95/@90 min. 


STARACADE '86 
THE SKYWALKERS 


From the Omni In Atlanta 
and the Greensboro, N.C. 
Coliseum. Highlights 
include: NWA champ Ric 
Flair vs. Nikita Koloft; 
Fload Warrlors vs. 
Midnighis on a 
scaffold;"First Blood” 
match: Rhodes vs. 
Blanchard, Ron Garvin 
vs. Big Bubba; Rock 'n 
folls vs. Anderson In a 
cage; Jones vs. Valiant. 


Only limited quantities 
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the piercing glow of unfriendly TV 
light, his legacy shriveled, his ac- 
complisnments seemed worthless. 


. THE CALL 
He called his old pal, Valois, 
and told him of his plan. Secretly 
thrilled by the idea but not want- 
ing to betray his excitement, Va- 
lois calmly asked, “When do we 
start?” 


GIANT REDUCTION 
The idea, simply, was to create 
a new Andre, one that would re- 
turn to the nmng and send €E| 


At Vatols' insistence, Andre began a rigorous training program, dropping 140 pounds and 
converting himself from a pile of flab Into a tower of muscle. 
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Gigante fleeing back to the rain 
forest. 

We will spare you the details of 
Andre’s training camp. Know this 
much: Mirrors and beer were 
banned. It took eight months for 
him to shed 140 pounds—eight 
months of rigorous, agonizing tor- 
ture. Since they had never been 
properly exercised, Andre’s mus- 
cles had no memory. What Valois 
and his staff did was basically 
sculpt a perfect man out of a 600- 
pound lump of loose clay. When 
Andre was finally permitted to 
look in the mirror, he did not rec- 





ognize himself. imagine Lex 
Luger a foot taller and 140 
pounds heavier, with no loss in 
muscle tone! 


MEANWHILE 

During Andre’s secret rehab, El 
Gigante made a tnumphant unde- 
feated tour of Japan and Europe. 
He appeared on the covers of 
Sports iifustrated and Time; he 
and Divac opened a chain of fast- 
food restaurants catled 
Yugotina’s. Andre rooted for him 
every step of the way. The more 
popular he became, Andre knew, 
the bigger he'd fall and the great- 
er his own comeback would be. 


HEY, VINCE 

A year after Andre lifted his first 
weight, Frank Valois called Vince 
McMahon and said, “I’ve got a 
wrestler here who will make the 
world forget El Gigante exists. 
Interested?” 

Interested? Since Hulk Hogan 
had retired, McMahon had fried in 
vain to locate a marquee name to 
compete with EI! Gigante’s im- 
mense popularity. He had tried in 
vain to steal El Gigante away 
from WCW. McMahon was get- 


ting more desperate by the 
moment. 
"Let's see what you got, 


Frankie,’ he told Valois. 

So intnhngued was McMahon by 
Valois’ description of this phenom 
that he agreed to the French- 
man’s demands: a non-titie, 10- 
minute bout against WWF World 
champion Sid Justice. 


VICIOUS BEATING 

Eight minutes into the match, 
Andre the Giant—wrestling under 
a mask as The Revenger—was 
mesmerized by his new body. It 
was like finally owning the car one 
had coveted for a lifetime. Justice, 
(Continued on page 62) 
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DORY FUNK JR. 





O PROPERLY LOOK at the ca- 

reer of legendary Dory Funk Jr., 
you actually have to look back at sev- 
eral careers. Since this second-genera- 
tion scientific marvel first stepped 
through the ropes 27 years ago, he’s 
made as much history as any wrestler 
fo ever compete. 

At first, Funk was a young hopeftl 
who often teamed with his famous fa- 
ther, Dory Funk Sr., and his younger 
brother, Terry. All three native Texans 
(ried to compete by the niles at ail 
tumes—even during the mid-’60s, when 
nilebreakers such as Fred Blassie and 
The Sheik were threatening to domi- 
nate the mat game. 

For the first few years of his career, 
Dory Jr. was considered a fine wres- 
ler. However, some critics criticized 
fhe handsome youngster for his refusal 
fo bend the rules, even when his oppo- 
nenis would use foul tactics. 

In 1969, however, Dory proved that 
abiding by the regulations could pay 
off. In a shocking upset, Funk made 
vereran Gene Kiniski submit to his 
Spinning toehold to win the NWA 
(now WCW) World tile—and_ then 
held the belt for four years. That 
record stands as a testament to Funk’s 
amazing skill and stamina. 

After losing the title to Harley Race 
in 1973, Dory slowly started to change, 
as Terry had about two years earlier. 
After suffering several injuries at the 
hands of nilebreakers, Dory decided to 
alter his attitude. He shocked his legions 
of fans (particularly in his home state of 
Texas} by becoming a nilebreaker him- 


22 


ee 


After a bloody 


battle with Abdullah the Butcher, Dory Funk Jr. went on a trade about 
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IWCCW’s rulebreakers, and decided to become the tederation’s first commissioner. 


self. Mast notable were his ‘80s stints in 
the Mid-Atlantic area (managed by Paul 
Jones) and his mid-decaie reunion with 
Terry in the WWF, The veteran was 
surely a vastly different man than he 
was as NWA champion. 

More recently, Funk’s career has 
been in a different arena. Having an- 
nounced his retirement in 1989. Funk 
started a successful cureer in real estate 
in his adopted state of Florida. Occu- 
sionally, Funk donned the tizhts for 
independent cards in the Sunshine 
State. In June, for example, he bravely 
battled wildinan Abdullah the Butcher 
fo a bloody double-disqualification de- 
cision during an IWCCW card in the 


Bahamas. 

It now appears that Funk will again 
be a force in the wrestling world, but 
in a different way than before. On 
June 16, Funk was named the first 
copmnissioner of IWCCW. A man of 
Funk's experience and wisdom will be 
needed to keep the federation froni be- 
ing overrun by nilebreakers—particu- 
larly Tony Rumble and his scurrilous 
“Brotherhood.” 

Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke with 
Funk in Nassau, Bahamas, the day af- 
ler his wild bout with Abduilah— 
which, coincidentally, was the same 
day Funk was named IWCCW 
commissioner. 





WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Dory, congratulations on being 
appointed the first commission- 
er of International World Class 
Championship Wrestling. 


DORY FUNK JR.: 


WS: 
DF: 
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Man, that sounds so strange ! 
To be honest with you, I didn’t 
even know what TWCCW 
stood for until a couple of 
months ago. That’s when the 
promoters asked me if 1 want- 
ed to wrestle Abdullah at Nas- 
sau Stadium. It was a wild 
match, and J guess I put my 
foot in my mouth after that. 
How 50? 

Well, it was in the locker room 
afterward. I was sifting there as 
the doctor was bandaging the 
cuts that Abdullah carved into 
my forehead. Anyway, I was in 
a foul mood, and | noticed that 
every match on the card was 
marred by  rulebreaking—I 
mean a whole lot of rulebreak- 
ing. Guys were bashing people 
on their heads with baseball 
helmets and golf clubs, and no- 
body was saying anything to 
these creeps. So as I talked, I 





WS: 


DF: 


Abdullah Introduces Funk to the back of the chair. 


puess I was getting louder and 
louder and I became very an- 
gry. I spoke about my ideas for 
ending a lot of the bull that 
goes on in IWCCW. I guess the 
promoters were in the room at 
the time and they liked the 
message I was putting across. 
Early today, they asked if I 
wanted to become commission- 
er of the whole darn league. 

I take it you jumped at the 
opportunity. 

No way! Jo be honest with 
you, the TWCCW officials— 
Mr. [Howard] Rapp and Mr. 
[Mario] Savoldi—had to twist 
my arm to get me fo agree to 
the position. Lately, P’'ve been a 
licensed mortgage broker and 
real estate investor in Florida, 
and that’s a job I’m not going 
to give up. But the officials ex- 
plained that I don't have to be 
in the arenas al) the time to 
take the job. { just have to be 
accessible by fax and phone fo 
be able to make decisions on 
the rules and regulations. After 
seeing some of the zoo animals 
thal prowl around IWCCW, I 


_- 


himself used many illegal tactics during his long career. 


WS: 


DF: 


WS: 


DF: 


Ws: 


decided they needed me—inay- 
be even more than Rapp and 
Savoldi realized. 

Frankly, I’m a little surprised 
that the officials chose you to 
become commissioner. 

Why is (hat? Because I’ve never 
been an official before? 

That és part of it, but let’s face 
it: You’ve pretty much been a 
rulebreaker yourse/f on and off 
for more than a decade. In 
May, you helped The Honky 
Tonk Man attack Jerry Lawler 
in Philadelphia! 

(pauses) Well, that’s true. But 
il’s also true I’ve never been the 
kind of creature like they have 
here right now. Sure, I'd use 
the ropes for leverage or dis- 
tract a referee, bul I was never 
a crippler. Just take a look at 
these guys: The Tasmaniac, Ab- 
dullah, The Billion-Dollar Ba- 
bies, The Equalizers. Ugh! And 
Tony Atlas pets more evil every 
time I see him. There’s a lot of 
work to be done in IWCCW, 
and [ really think I'm the man 
who can do it. 

] agree there’s a crying need in 





Though fed up with the Butcher's tactics, Funk 
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IWCCW for tough, hands-on 
rules enforcement. Just a couple 
of weeks ago, The Billion-Dol- 
lar Babies won the IWCCW tag 
team title by attacking G.Q. 
Madison in the locker room be- 
fore the match, T.D. Madison 
had to defend the title on his 
own, and naturally he was no 
match for both Mike Samson 
and G.Q. Stratus. The whole 
situation came and went with- 
out even so much as a repri- 
mand to the Babies or their 
manager, Kevin “The Truth” 
Casey. 
That’s ridiculous! I can (ell you 
right now that if I was commis- 
sioner when that happened, the 
Babies wouldn’t be champions 
today. Same goes for Tony 
Rumble and that Tasmaniac 
goon of his. | saw the tape 
where Rumble bashed Ray Od- 
yssey in the head with his hel- 
met to win the light beavy- 
weight title for his man—or 
monsier, or whatever he is. It’s 
too late for me to do anything 
about that now, bui I guarantee 
you that kind of thing won’t be 
happening in the future. Pm 
going to put an end to all this 
garbage, or my name isn’t 
Funk. 
And what a great name that is. 
Both you and Terry were out- 
standing world champions. | 
never saw a better scientific 
wrestler than you when you 
were in your prime. 
I always took pride in my abili- 
ty. You know, I always credited 
my father for teaching me the 
spinning toehold. 1 won so 
many title defenses with that 
dad-gum hold, in a way if was 
my dad who held that belt right 
along with me. After nearly 
three decades of taking on all 
kinds of men, I can stil! say he 
was the greatest wrestler F ever 
saw. I’m sure my younger 
brother, Terry, would say the 
(Continued on page 60) 








Nae : ? ~ se 
His scrap with the Sudanese madman (above) left Funk a bloody mess, as he displays the 
foreign object Abdullah used to cut him open (below). 
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By Bob Smith 

N THE MORNING of June 10, 
Bob Backlund awakened a bit 
groggier than usual. His bed in’ his 
Palmetto, Florida, hotel room was un- 
comfortably hard, and he felt nagging 

aches throughout his tam body. 
Slowly inching his way to his door, 








he reached outside and grabbed the lo- 
cal newspaper, which was lefi as a 
courtesy by the hotel maid. 

Backlund ambled back to his bed, 
but when he turned to the sports sec- 
tion, he woke up in a hurry. There, on 
the second page, was a large two-col- 
umn photograph of Backlund 
harmmerlocking Ivan Koloff. 

“Oh, my God,” an amazed Back- 
lund muttered to himself. ‘I wrestled 
last night—and I won!” 

Seeing his visage in the newspaper 
brought a flood of memories to the 
former WWF World champion. Reign- 
ing from 1978 to 1983, Backlund was 
the most scientific ctleholder in the 
federation’s history, as well as one of 
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Almost no one expected long-retired former WWF 
World champion Bob Backlund to dominate his 
comeback bout against Ivan Koloff, but the 
scientific marvel downed the 

Russian veteran with little 
trouble. Now Backlund is 
laboring over a hard 
decision: Should he 
return full-time to the 
sport that made him a 
legend? 





When former WWF 
World champion 
Bob Backlund re- 

tumed to the ring 

| agalnst another for- 
mer WWF champ, 
Ivan Koloff, he was 
confident he would 
fare well. That con- 
fidence was 
justified. 
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its most popular. Not long after losing 
the championship to The Jron Sheik in 
December 1983, Backlund went into a 
self-imposed retirement, partly because 
he wanted to be with his family—but 
also because he was growing disillu- 
sioned with a sport that was beginning 
to put more emphasis on style rather 
than substance. 

But on this day, Backlund wasn’t 
bothered by the turmoil of years gone 
by. He was still basking in the glow of 
his remarkable victory over Koloff. He 
had made an amazing comeback at the 
UWF’s first pay-per-view event, Beach 
Brawl, the previous night at the Mana- 
tee Civic Center. Since he hadn’t com- 
peted since a short trip to Japan nearly 
three years ago, Backlund wasn’t sure 
how he would fare against the grizzled 
veteran. 

“Let’s face it—Koloff seems to have 
a big advantage,”? Backlund told re- 
porters minutes before he made his 
way to the ring. ‘‘After all, he’s been 
competing non-stop for years, What 
I've been doing is teaching kids the 
basics as an assistant coach at Rocky 
Hill High School in Connecticut. And 
there’s a big difference between ama- 
teur moves and what Koloff will al- 
most certainly try to do to me.” 

Backlund was right in assuming that 
Koloff would be at his worst for this 
match, but the former amateur cham- 
pion proved he was still capable of 
being a professional—and perhaps 
even a champion. From the opening 
bell, Koloff tried to neutralize Back- 
lund with hammerlocks and armbars, 
but the crafty Backlund easily maneu- 
vered out of every hold. 

Frustrated by his inability to slow 
Backlund, Koloff, himself a former 
WWF champion, lunged at his youn- 
ger foe. Easily twice as quick as Ko- 
loff, Backlund ducked down and 
backdropped Koloff to the canvas. 
Backlund tried to whip Koloff into the 
comer, but Koloff reversed the at- 
tempt, sending Backlund hard into the 
turnbuckles. 

Sensing a chance to turn the tide of 
the bout, Koloff mished at Backlund 
and tried to blast him with a ‘‘Russian 
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(n 1978, Backlund defended the WWF title against Koloff (above). Thirteen years later (left), 
both men remain competitive athletes, but Backlund’s speed advantage sets them apart. 


sickle’? clothesline. Backlund simply 
ducked down, pushed the Russian into 
the corner, caught him in a reverse 
rollup, and used a ‘Backlund bridge” 
for good measure. Referee Bill 
Silverman counted the pin, and Back- 
Jund had vanquished his foe in only 
2:25. Koloff had not only been defeat- 
ed—he’d been dominated. 

When Backlund left the ring, he was 
besieged by a group of young fans. 

“You sure taught Koloff a lesson!” 
marveled a young boy. “Are you go- 
ing to wrestle again, champ?” 

Backlund returned to the dressing 
room without answering the question, 
but the young boy’s pleading face still 
haunted him the next day. Backlund, 
sti] in remarkable condition, appeared 
to be as effective as he’s ever been. 
Should he make a full-time return to 
the mat wars? 

“He'd be a fool if he didn’t,” said 


Steve Williams, who captured the first 
UWF TV title in the main event at 
Beach Brawl. ‘I watched Bob’s match 
on the monitor. Man, I just sat there 
with my mouth hanging open. I really 
believe the man hasn’t lost a step. 1 
know the UWF promoters would love 
to see him make some more appear- 
ances. And I’m sure that in Japan he 
could sell out any of the major arenas. 
Let’s face it—the man is a true legend, 
and the fans want to see him 
compete.” 

Although he acknowledged that his 
quick kill of Koloff was easier than he 
dared hope, Backlund admitted there 
are reasons why making a full-time re- 
tum to wrestling may be impossible. 

“There’s no doubt I miss the com- 
petition—and the excitement,’ said 
Backlund as he prepared to board a 
plane back to Connecticut. “‘Do I fear 
the competition? Not really. Even 





Backlund befuddled the Russian throughout their encounter (above) and gained the pinfall 
in less than three minutes using his famous “Backlund bridge’ (below). 


when I was champion, I took on 
younger, stronger men. But there are 
so many personal factors: my family, 
my coaching, and so on. J] owe my 
own kids the chance to be with their 
dad while they’re growing up.” 

Despite Backlund’s obvious concern 
for his family and his coaching career, 
there’s no doubt his quick pin of Ko- 
loff had rekindled his competitive fire. 
After his exciting victory, there’s no 
doubt that fans want him back. So do 
many promoters. The sport is ready 
for Backlund to retum—but is 
Backlund? 

“T don’t know what to tell you,” 
said Backlund as he walked through 
the airport gate. ‘‘l guess | have some 
serious thinking to do.” 

With that, Backlund boarded the 
plane and took off for home, once 
again heading away from the sport 
that brought him fame. As he sat list- 
Jessly in his seat, he couldn’t get the 
young boy with the pleading eyes out 
of his mind. 

“Are you going (to wrestle again, 
chanp?”’ 

Backlund would no doubt regret giv- 
ing up his private life. But he may 
regret nof returning—and making an- 
other attempt at being a champion— 
even more. 0 
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FOR 
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
WRESTLING: 





ULEBREAKING {S$ AN 

unfortunate fact of wrestling: Even 
the so-called fan favorites do it from 
ume to me. The rules of wrestling are 
extremely restrictive, and sometimes 
getting the job done requires stretching 
the rules. 

Too bad. Because of this, 
rulebreaking has been accepted in 
wrestling. And the line between 
rulebreakers and fan favorites has never 
been so thin. 

But some wrestlers take it too far. 
They don’t merely bend the rules; they 
break them and commit heinous crimes. 
Their crimes are verbal and physical. 
They are crimes against the sport. 

A wrestler spews out his racist 
opinions. 

A wrestler constantly uses outside 
interference to defend or win titles. 

He tums his back on his friends and 
insults the fans. He insults his country. 

He commits crime after crime and 
becomes a danger to the sport. He 
attacks and injures. He shows no 
remorse. He is barely human. 

These are wrestling’s worst criminals. 
They have been with us for ages. 
Unfortunately, rarely is anything done 
about them. 
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Wrestling is a sport with 
clearly delineated sides. 
There are fan favorites, 
and there are 
rulebreakers. There is 
good and there is bad. 
But when bad becomes 
worst, action must be 
taken. These are the 10 
most evil men in the 
sport. They are the men 
that must be banned... 
for the good of wrestling! 





“T love this sport, and that means ] 
love the good and the bad,” said former 
WWE World champion Bob Backlund. 
“But it hurts me when the sport is hurt 
by some men. Rulebreaking is one 
thing, but what they do is something 
else entirely. It has nothing to do with 
wrestling, I think the sport could do 
without them.” 

They commit crimes that warrant 
incarceration, but they aren’t even 
banned from the sport. They are 
allowed to go on. They sell tickets. They 
draw attention. 

Most of all, they besmirch wrestling. 

The editors of Wrestling Superstars 
believe that something must be done to 
eliminate such men from wrestling. 
Their actions serve only themselves. It is 
hard to say what productive purpose 
they serve for the sport. 

Undertaker, Typhoon, Nikita Koloff, 
Rick Morton, Sgt. Slaughter, Eric 
Embry, Earthquake, Col. DeBeers, 
Kevin Sullivan, D.C. Drake. They are 
wresiling’s modern-day marauders. 

In the following pages, we discuss the 
charges against these men. We reveal 
their terrible deeds. And we say why, for 
crimes against wrestling, they must be 
banned! 
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EARTHQUAKE 


T IS A crime too heinous to imag 

ine, but Earthquake did if, right there 
on national TV, right there before a are- 
na filled with fans, right in front of Jake 
Roberts. 

He murdered an animal. 

There is no easier way to put rt. What 
Earthquake did to Damian, Roberts’ pet 
snake, was murder. Pure and simple. 
And terribly evil. 

The American Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals is report- 
edly looking into the incident in which 
Earthquake executed his Earthquake 
splash onto the bag containing the de- 
fenseless animal. 

Imagine purposely killing a dog or a 
cat. Well, Earthquake did the same 
thing. There is no difference. 

In the days and weeks afterward, 
Earthquake showed no remorse for his 
action. He seemed to be proud of it. As 
Roberts moumed, Earthquake cackled. 

How can a person kill another tiving 
thing and show so little emotion over 
what he has done? Is Earthquake, in 
fact, a living thing? Or is he a heartless 
beast. 

Earthquake recently got a bit of his 
just desserts from Sid Justice. Earth- 
quake stood in the ring and issued 
warming to several WWF wrestlers. Jus- 
tice stormed the ring, repelled several of 
Earthquake’s punches, then body- 
slammed the 462-pound Canadian. 

But that is not enough. The punish- 
ment for what Earthquake did should be 
more than a bodyslam. 

Of course, Earthquake has done 
more than kill a defenseless snake. He 
has also injured dozens of WWF wres- 
tlers. His Earthquake splash sent wres- 
tler upon wrestler to the hospital until 
Hulk Hogan, whose career was almost 
ended by Earthquake, got revenge. 

Now Roberts is going for revenge. 
We pray that he runs Earthquake out of 
the sport. Until he does, nobody is safe. 
Not man. Not woman. Not animal. 
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Earthquake feuded with Hulk Hogan for months (above), but that wasn’t nearly as bad as 
crushing Jake Roberts’ snake Damian in full view of a national TV audience (below). 
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TYPHOON 





Tugboat (below) has become Typhoon, and that’s a blow to WWF fans. But this man has a 
history of rulebreaking; just ask Dusty Rhodes (above). 





FIT WASN'T for Tugboat, Hulk Ho- 

gan might never have returned to 
wrestling last summer. When Hogan 
was seriously injured by Earthquake, it 
was Tugboat who united a nation of 
wrestling fans behind the “Hulkster.” 

It was a magnificent gesture for which 
Hogan was thankful. The fans love Ho- 
gan, and they loved Tugboat, too. 

In oceans, tugboats are leaders. They 
bring ships out into the great waters 
from the harbor, and lead them safely 
back in. That was Tugboat’s task in the 
WWE: to help lead Hogan safely back 
into the WWF. 

Times have changed. During two bat- 
tle royals over the past year, Tugboat 
got into scuffles with Hogan. Now he is 
a mutebreaker. 

He is now known as Typhoon, de- 
stroyer of life, destroyer of ships, de- 
stroyer-to-be of Hogan and the rest of 
the WWF. Tugboat ts gouie. 

On May 28, Tugboat teamed with 
The Bushwhackers against The Nasty 
Boys and Earthquake. Tugboat turned 
against The Bushwhackers, attacking 
Butch Miller. He then announced that 
he had become a member of manager 
Jimmy Hart’s stable. 

This came as no surprise to many 
people. Several vears ago, Tugboat was 
known as Big Steel Man. He was a rule- 
breaker in the classic sense. 

In the saddest tum of all, Typhoon is 
now teaming with Earthquake. By doing 
so, he has let down millions of his sup- 
porters who were involved in the Jetter- 
writing campaign for Hogan and against 
Earthquake. 

How sad. Friendship is fleeting. A 
man can no Jonger be judged by his ac- 
tions. Perhaps we should have known it 
all along. Tugboat’s actions on behalf of 
Hogan were actually on behalf of him- 
self. He used Hogan to get into the 
spotlight. 

We pray for the return of Tugboat 
and the disappearance of Typhoon. 
Tugboat was the type of man wrestling 
fans could look up to. He has let us all 
down. 

One day he will have to deal with Ho- 
gan’s wrath. We would like to see Ty- 
phoon banned from the sport, but per- 
haps Hogan can do the job even better. 
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THE UNDERTAKER 


WRESTLER'S OBLICATION | 

to the sport is not so clearly spelled 
out As a sports figure, he is often inter- 
viewed, and in these interviews he is al- 
lowed to speak his mind. 

If he wishes, he can spread his gos- 
pel. He can speak not about wrestling, 
but about subjects that have no place in 
a wrestling ring. 

Like death. 

The Undertaker’s greatest crime was 
not locking Ultimate Warrior in a cas- 
ket, although that was reason enough 
for his banishment from the WWF. His 
Sreatest crime isn’t breaking the rules | 
and double-teaming helpless opponents. 

His greatest crime is being The Un- 
dertaker, a tasteless character—with a 
tasteless manager, Paul Bearer—who 
has struck fear into the hearts of wres- 
ting fans, especially young wrestling 
fans, with his fascination with death. 

* es Ts Ban? Va ba Undertaker's feud with The Ultimate Warrior 
of. Sea } & (above) began when he and his manager, 


Paul Bearer, took the despicable extreme of 
locking Warrior in a casket (lett). 
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He simply has no place in our sport. 
He has even added a new and lurid 
match to the sport: the body bag match. 
It is unfortunate that the WWF is so 
caught-up in the fans’ reaction to this 
man that they would allow him to de- 
mand such supposed athletic contests. 

Never before has a wrestler so thor- 
oughly challenged the psyche of the 
fans. He has forced their minds to go 
where they don't want to go. And, of 
course, they shouldn’t have to. This is 
sport. 

The Undertaker holds the threat of 
death over his opponents. This is taking 
the sport much too far. He has brought 
a dark side that doesn’t belong to the 
WWF. 

It is clearly time for The Undertaker 
to clean up his act. Get rid of that awful 
black suit and the hat. He must rely on 
his wrestling abilities . . . not the fear of 
the unknown. 
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SUPERSTAR ACTION GALLERY 
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In WCW, Undertaker (then known ag Mark Callous), was a mem- 
ber of The Skyscrapers along with Dan Spivey. Those who falt 
his wrath Included Rocky King (above) and Lex Luger (below). 
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When Underteker first entered the WWF, he crushed experienced 
grappiers tike Jimmy Snuka (below) and Blg Sossman (right). 





Undertaker's first major WWF feud came against The Ultimate 
Warrior (right), whom he locked in a casket. But he’s also got his 
eye on World champlon Hulk Hogan, here adding leverage to Sgt. 
Slaughter'a camel clutch of the ''Hulkster’ (above). 
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“Don’t believe Percy—I mean, Paul Bearer—or anybody e/se who has 
ever tried to manage this man. | was Undertaker’s manager in 1989 in the 
USWA. Back then—at least in Texas—he wrestled under a mask, and he 
called himself The Punisher. He was a raw rookie then, and | had to teach 
him just about everything. Walking the ropes? His tombstone piledriver? | 
taught him these awesome, crippling maneuvers! Any success The Un- 
dertaker has in the WWF he owes to my genius.” 

—Gen. Skandor Akbar 


“This guy was my teammate, and | can’t believe how he’s changed. Back 
then, he called himself Mark Callous, and he replaced the injured Sid Vi- 
cious in The Skyscrapers. The guy was real tough, and he also became a 
pretty good friend of mine. Frankly, | always thought he was a million 
laughs. Now, he comes out to the ring with this Paul Bearer goon, and 
Mark’s face is as white as a ghost. Something’s gotten into him, and | 
don’t want any part of whatever it is!”’ 

—Dan Spivey 


“| wrestled this man many times in the past, and I have to admit that he’s 
quite an athlete. He reminds me of The Spoiler in the way he can walk 
across the top rope—pretty darn impressive for a guy who’s 6’8”’ and 
320 pounds. Two years ago, he used to use a pretty effective clawhold, 
and his heartpunch could render even the biggest guys immobile. | don’t 
care about the white face or the body bags or any of that other garbage. 
This is a fine, fine wrestler.”’ 

—Kevin Von Erich 


“This dude took me on in Texas a couple of years ago. He was big and 
strong, but he didn’t have any guts. Half the time, he’s been running from 
the ring in terror. It was obvious right from the get-go that this man need- 
ed some help in becoming a top contender, because he never was going 
to be able to depend on his own courage to get the job done. Now he 
looks like the best-dressed kid out late at night on Halloween. This guy 
would never make it in Japan.”’ 

—Terry Gordy 


‘| managed Undertaker as Mark Callous in WCW. Back when | tried to 
lead this guy to glory, he was beaten by Sting, Lex Luger, even Junkyard 
Dog. He goes to the WWF, and the champion, Hulk Hogan, hits Undertak- 
er in the face—and Undertaker doesn’t even flinch! It just goes to show 
that the competition in WCW is the best anywhere. A guy | couldn’t get 
into contention becomes a WWF superstar. Looks like Undertaker is one 
guy who’s better off dead, eh?” 

—Paul E. Dangerously 





ITH KEVIN SULLIVAN, as with 

so many other wrestlers we have 
indicted, the crimes have built up over 
the years. With Sullivan, they never 
seem to stop. He is one of the most ter- 
rible men this sport has ever seen. 

There was always a mysterious dark 
side to Sullivan. His unusual rituals often 
gave us the feeling that he is other- 
worldly. That feeling has returned. 
Sullivan ts clearly influence by some evil 
being. 

In Florida, he was one of the most 
hated men in history. Several years ago 
in WCW, he formed the Varsity Club of 
Mike Rotundo, Rick Steiner, and Steve 
Williams. He tumed them into one of 
the most dangerous cliques in the feder- 
ation. Sullivan can take all of the credit. 

Everything he does is bad. He is a 
negative person who is constantly trying 
to convert people to his way of thinking. 
Call him a crusader of the worst sort. 


Kevin Sullivan is so wacked out, he has the nerve to antagonize El Gigante by throwing powder in his 
tace (above). Sullivan couldn't maniputale Norman, so he tried to destroy him (below). 





Now Sullivan has fwo different wres- 
ders under his wing. Call them victims. 
They are Black Blood and One Man 
Gang, and Sullivan has spread his cloak 
of darkness. 

“He's the worst kind of man,” Rick 
Steiner said. “He just manipulates and 
keeps on manipulating. He’ll grab a 
hold of you and never let go, and it’s 
strange because he seems to have this 
mysterious pull. There are times when | 
wake up in the night sweating because | 
remember something Sullivan did.” 

Or is still doing. His job is to convert 
from good to evil, from light to dark- 
ness, from right to wrong. He is the type 
of man wrestling can certainly do with- 
out. The type of man that must be elimi- 
nated from the sport 

Behind-the-back attacks. Threats he 
has the power to back up. A stable of 
wrestlers that obeys his every command. 
Sullivan is a powerful man. And that’s 
Scary, loo, 
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NIKITA KOLOFF 


IKITA KOLOFF MADE us cry. 
Now he has made us ery again, but 
for an entirely different reason. 

Five years ago, Koloff was involved in 
a classic U.S. title feud with Magnum 
T.A. Then disaster struck. Magnum 
T.A. was seriously injured in a terrible 
car accident. But Nikita didn't gloat 
over Magnum’s misfortune. Instead, he 
decided to dedicate his career to Mag- 
num T.A. He tumed good. Very good. 

Now he has betrayed us. Nikita’s life- 
long dedication to Magnum didn’t last 
so long. Now he is back in WCW as a 
rulebreaker, and he has broken our 
hearts. 

He has broken Magnum’s heart, too. 

“T can’t believe what he’s done,” Mag- 
num said. “All these years that I've been 
recovering from my injuries, Nikita was 
an inspiration to me. He was always 
there with a phone call when I got too 
down, and I'll never forget when he and 
Dusty dedicated the Crockett Cup to 
me. Now look what he’s doing. Man, 
this really hurts.” 

Yes, look what he’s doing. In a mat- 
ter of months, he has become the top 
contender to Lex Luger’s U.S. title. At 
Super Brawl '91, he used-a chain to at- 
tack Sting, thus costing Luger and Sting 


a shot at the WCW World tag team title. 


For his efforts, Nikita was reward- 
ed—rewarded!—with high-profile 
matches against Luger and Sting that 
will allow him to close in on his goal of a 
world title without having to climb the 
ladder again. 

Not surprisingly, Nikita has no re- 
morse for what he has done. 

“Man does what he must do,” Koloff 
said. “I must not have any concern for 
fans or Magnum T.A. Soon I will be 
preatest champion in the world.” 

But he is not a champion of the 
world. He has let down the fans. He has 
let down Magnum T.A. 

And, by breaking a promise, he has 
let down himself. 
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Nikita Koloff seems to use chains more than he uses his bare hands (above). The “Russian 
Nightmare’s”’ latest target Is former WCW World champton Sting (below). 








RICHARD MORTON 


HE ROCK 'N’ ROLL Express was 
one of the greatest and most be- 
loved tag teams in history. 

Known for their fabulous aerial skills 
and dedication to all that is good in 
wrestling, Rick Morton and Robert Gib- 
son had fans wherever they went. Fans 
moumed when the Rock ’n’ Rolls briefly 
left WCW. They cheered upon their 
retum. 

They were a magnificent team, the 
four-time WCW World tag team cham- 
pions. Morton was the spokesman for 


the group. Blond, blue-eyed, and charm- 


ing, Morton had a legion of female fans. 
He was never too busy to sign an auto- 
graph, or too exhausted to help a friend 
in need. 

Times have changed. On June 6 in 
Norfolk, Virginia, Morton walked out on 
Dustin Rhodes, his tag team partner, 
during a match against Dutch Mantel 
and Moondog Rex. Days later, Morton 
viciously attacked Rhodes. 

“Pm sick of carrying Rhodes on my 





re. - * ae | 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express fans the world over 
cried when Richard Morton piledrived Rob- 
ert Gibson at Clash XV (above). No longer 
will Morton battle on the side of good 
against men like Butch Reed (below). 


back,” Morton said. “From now on, Jm 
my own man.” 

But he is anything but his own man. 
He has joined forces with The York ° 
Foundation. He has disavowed his past 
and his fans—and attacked his former | 
partner, Gibson. 

“All these years, [ was the one doing 
all the work and Gibson was hogging all 
the credit,” Morton said. “Not anymore. 
Those fans who supposedly supported 
me all those years were just holding me 
back. Well, things have changed.” 

There is nothing worse than when a 
wrestler forgets his past. The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express wouldn’t have been the 
same without Gibson and the team’s 
unique relationship with the fans. It 
made the Rock ’n’ Rolls special. 

Morton is the worst kind of rule- 
breaker, the kind with a chip on his 
shoulder, a chip that doesn’t belong 
there. 

He can never again be trusted. And 
he doesn’t belong in a wrestling ring. 








SGT. SLAUGHTER 


REASON, ASSAULT WITH a country. There was a time when he de- was beloved, the sport's Gl. Joe, and we 
41 deadly weapon. Consorting with fended it against foreign wrestlers who were all proud of him. 
the enemy. Tuning his back on the chose to speak badly about the U.S. He Then, after leaving the AWA, 


fans. Forgetting his past. Breaking every 
tule in the book. 

These are the charges against Sgt. 
Slaughter. Did we miss anything? 

The former Marine drill sergeant is 
perhaps the sport’s most embarrassing 
figure. 

Take the average TV viewer who is 
flipping through the channels. He sud- 
denly comes upon a WWF broadcast, 
and sees Slaughter slandering the Unit- 
ed States and humiliating a fan. This 
doesn’t only make Slaughter look bad; it 
makes the whole sport look bad. 

Actually, the WWF must be censured 
for not doing something about Slaugh- 
ter. He should have been banned long 
ago. 

But just in case they’re still thinking 
about it... 

Slaughter was once proud of this 





Slaughter changed his ways. He aligned 
with lraq. He joined an alliance with his 
former enemies, Gen. Adnan and Col. 
Mustafa. He would sooner burn the 
American flag than wave it proudly. 
What has happened to this man? 

During the Persian Gulf war, when 
our soldiers were in need of support, he 
instead supported [raq. That was an 
emotional time for this country. Slaugh- 
ter spit on our emotions. 

He won the WWF World title and 
treated it with disdain. He rarely de- 
fended the belt. Fortunately, he finally 
lost the title to Hulk Hogan at Wrestle- 
Mania VI. Then he proceeded to throw 
fire in Hogan’s face. 

The crimes continue to pile up. 
Slaughter has not changed. Maybe he’s 
gone crazy. 

With a little luck, soon he'll be gone. 


As WWF World champlon, Sgt. Slaughter terrorized Hacksaw Duggan (above). Months after losing the 








ERIC EMBRY 


T IS NOT unusual for a fan favorite 

to become a rulebreaker. Nor is it un- 
usual for a rulebreaker to become a fan 
favorite. Wrestlers merely change their 
philosophies from time to time. 

But what are we going to do about a 
wrestler who seems to change like the 
wind? He’s a fan favorite for a few 
months, then he’s a rulebreaker, Then 
he becomes a fan favorite again, and 
soon goes back to breaking the rules. 

Obviously, this man can’t be trusted 
by anyone. Not by rulebreakers. Not by 
fan favorites. His attitude changes ac- 
cording to the current climate in wres- 
tling. When it’s more beneficial to be 


good, he’s a fan favorite. When it’s more | 


beneficial to be bad, he’s a rulebreaker. 

He was once beloved in Texas. In 
fact, it was just 1989 that he was voted 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year by the 
fans for singlehandedly saving the 
USWA from the evil forces of Gen. 
Skandor Akbar and Tojo Yamamoto. 
Later, he signed a contract with Yama- 
moto. Stable guy! 





to his advantage, no matter whom It hurts. 


oe La 
Eric Embry has feuded with vi 
fan favorite in the USWA, including Bil] Dun- 
dee (above), Jerry Lawler (top right), and 
Jeff Jarrett (below). Embry does whatever is 
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He won the USWA Southern title 
from Bill Dundee by hitting Dundee 
with a flagpole. In Memphis, he has 
joined with Dr. Torn Prichard to wreak 
numerous horrors upon the wrestlers 
there. He recently claimed that he boot- 
ed Steve Austin from the USWA be- 
cause Austin didn’t want to compete in a 
tag team match. That, not surprisingly, 
was untrue. 

Of course, we all know that things 
can change in an instant—and Embry 
recently disavowed Yamamoto again. At 
times, it’s impossible to keep track of 
Embry, because he’s a rulebreaker in 
one federation and a fan favorite in an- 
other. Currently, he’s admired in Texas 
and hated in Memphis. 

We would like to see Embry become 
a fan favorite again and stay that way. 
Watching Embry wrestle the right way is 
a delight. There is so much good in this 
man, how can he be so bad? 

Unfortunately, he is obviously cool 
and calculating. We'll never see the real 
Eric Embry. Maybe even Embry doesn’t 
know who he is. 
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COL. DeBEERS 


ERENNIALLY OFFENSIVE, pe- 

rennially stupid. Racism is a crime 
of ignorance, and Col. DeBeers is the 
worst offender in the sport. 

In the AWA, he refused to wrestle 
black men, or even opponents with a 
hint of color. He constantly spewed out 
South Africa’s offensive agenda of rac- 
ism. He is, indeed, the South African 
madman. 

His racism has no place in a wrestling 
ring. But instead of getting better, it just 
gets worse and worse. 

Now DeBeers is in the UWF, and he 
hasn't changed. He recently hired a va- 
let with the somewhat suspicious name 
Dr. Black. DeBeers often forces Dr. 
Black to shine his shoes and perform 
other demeaning actions. DeBeers has 
made Black into his personal slave. 

Of course, DeBeers isn’t merely rac- 
ist. He’s also dangerous. On the UWF's 
June 9 Beach Brawl card in Palmetto, 
Florida, DeBeers performed one of the 
most dangerous actions we've ever seen 
in a wrestling ring, or anywhere, for that 
matter. 








Col. DeBeers has nothing but contempt for 
the fans (above), and he Isn't too crazy 
about Paul Omdorff, either (below). 


ah, 
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After DeBeers was pinned by archyi- 
val Paul Orndorff, he jabbed Orndorff in 
the throat with a’ stun gun. Orndorff was 
momentarily dazed, but he quickly re- 
covered. Fortunately. 

“The effects of this could have been 
long-lasting,” said Dr. Thomas Richards 
of New York City. “The amazing thing 
is how DeBeers managed to get the stun 
gun into the ring. The other amazing 
part is that Orndorti recovered so quick- 
ly. But what absolutely astounds me is 
that DeBeers is still allowed to wrestle. 
Personally, I think he should have been 
thrown in jail.” 

DeBeers is guilty of so many crimes 
against wrestling. He has used the sport 
to express his personal opinions. He 
constantly degrades Mr. Black. He has 
no concern for other wrestlers; there is 
no limit to what he will do to hurt an 
opponent 

DeBeers has been guilty of these. 
crimes for years. His guilt does not 
wane. He shows no remorse. 


HE TRISTATE Wrestling Federa- 

tion’s contribution to our galaxy of 
criminals is perhaps the most disgusting 
man in the sport. 

He’s the Tri-State champion. 
Congratulations! 

He has dark circles under his eyes 
and often foams from the mouth. On a 
recent Tri-State card, he attacked Asso- 
clate Icditor Bob Smith. Perhaps he 
thought Bob was J.T. Smith. 

It really wouldn’t have mattered. On 
that same card, Drake pinned young 
J.T., then chained him to the ring bari- 
er and yingpost. Smith hung helplessly 
before he was rescued by hulking fan fa- 
vorite Cry Baby Waldo. 

It shouldn’t come as any surprise that 
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Biting opponents’ foreheads (above left) 
and poking them In the eye with sticks 
(above right) are two of the methods of D.C. 
Drake's madness. 


Drake commits crime after crime. The 
seven-year veteran of the sport is man- 
aged by Woman, who has always 
molded her wrestlers in her own image. 
There is no doubt that Drake’s actions 
are guided by Woman. 

That's bad for Tri-State. It’s also bad 
for Drake. We all remember what Wom- 
an did to Doom. When she left them 
behind, Ron Simmons and Butch Reed 
went on to become world champions. 

Actually, it doesn’t seem like Drake 
cares if he's champion or not. Drake 
doesn’t thrive on victory. He thrives on 


blood. Is he even human? He looks like 
death personified. 

There's a sweet thought. And there’s 
nothing sweet about Drake. It is unfortu- 
nate that Tri-State, a rising federation, 
has the wrong man as champion, A 
good champion can only help a young 
federation. It is how federations are 
judged. 

How are we to judge Tri-State? By 
Drake? By the drool that comes out of 
his mouth? 

Drake’s greatest crime is his lack of 
responsibility to the federation. He is 
misguided. He is disgusting. He is 
dangerous. 

{ts a losing combination for all 
involved. O 
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B/ hen Sting lost 
WL) the WCW 
TE Worldtitle to 





Ric Flair, he also lost 

a lot of the fire and ‘ 
enthusiasm that made Foe 
himoneofthemost = BS 


popular men in the 

sport. But then Nikita ’ 
Koloff struck, and 

now the “Stinger” | 
has regained the 

intensity that he 

hopes will carry him 

to the top again 
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Shocking Admission: 
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EING WCW WORLD champion 
is great. Not being champion 
stinks. Simple enough truth, right? 
But the reality of that hit particularly 
hard for Sting. His reign as WCW 
World champion—lasting from July 7, 
1990, to January 11, 1991—was the 
greatest six months of his life. When 
that reign came to an end at the 
Byme Meadowlands Arena in New Jer- 
sey, the “Stinger” took it hard. 
“Knowing that | was a better wres- 
tler than Flair; that’s what really hurt,” 
Sting said days after the loss. “I could 
take if I thought he were the better 
man, but | can’t accept it this way.” 
It showed. In the following weeks 
and months following Flair's illegal pin 
of Sting, the former champ seemed 
less enthusiastic. His supercharged 


By Andy Rodriguez 


ring entrances lost much of their volt- 
age. Clearly, for the “Stinger’s" most 
loyal fans, this was not the same man 
who came back from a carcer-threaten- 
ing knee injury to capture the coveted 
gold from Flair. 

“All of us still belicved in Sting after 
he lost to Fiat,” said Bobby 
Silberstone of Paducah, Kentucky, “but 
me and a lot of my friends could tell 
that losing sapped a lot of his energy 
and enthusiasm. We started to wonder 
if he would ever recover.” 

There were several rematches with 
Flair, but always, the “Nature Boy” 
came up with some way to deny Sting. 
Frustrated by his inability to regain the 
belt, Sting sought out new challenges. 
He decided to begin teaming with his 
friend, U.S. champion Lex Luger. On 
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YOU WOKE ME UP” 


Photos by Ed Crawford 


May 19 at Super Brawl, that duo 
squared off against some more friends, 
WCW World tag team champions 
Rick and Scott Steiner. 

It was a tremendous scientific en- 
counter, but for Sting, it wasn’t memo- 
rable for a lot of high4lying maneuvers. 
He'll remember it for the actions of 
Nikita Koloff. 

The Russian had intended to inter- 
fere in the contest by smashing Luger 
(with whom he was feuding) with a 
chain. The “Total Package” was about 
to be belted over the head when Sting 
valiantly pushed him out of the way 
and took the force of the blow himself. 
Nearly unconscious, Sting was pinned 
by Scott 

“| never trusted Nikita anyway,” 
Sting admitted, “so when he started 
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Nikita Koloff’s treacherous 
actions forced Sting to re- 
assess his career, and re- 

gain his old attitude. 
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feuding with Lex, I wasn’t at all sur- 
prised. And when he smacked me with 
the chain instead of Lex, I wasn’t 
about to wait for any excuses, either. | 
intended to make him pay for what he 
did.” 

Indeed, their postmatch brawl was 
also contested in full view of the na- 
tionwide pay-per-view audience. When 
it was over, Luger's rival became his. 
Luger’s feud became his. 

And something else happened. Sting 
started to regain some of his old fire. 
He became more eager to step 






During their encounter at Clash of the Ch 


through the ropes, and more agsres- 
sive in warring with Koloff and other 
opponents. In effect, Sting became 
Sting again, 

“Yeah, that’s one way of putting it,” 
he said. “And you know who I give the 
credit for it? Nikita! Hey, don’t look so 
shocked. Jf that bald-headed freak 
wasn’t after my hide, I wouldn’t be 
such a wildman. All [ have to say is 
‘Thank you, Nikita—you woke me 
up!” 

Informed of Sting’s surprising admis- 
sion, Koloff took it as proof that he is 


> 
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superior to his opponent. 

“Yes, it's true, | wake that idiot up!” 
Nikita shouted. “He need waking up! 
He have to learn that I am his master! 
He cannot defeat me! Soon, I will fin- 
ish him off for good, as it should bel” 

That newfound enthusiasm has 
served Sting well in subsequent en- 
counters with the “Russian Night- 
mare.” When they squared off at Clash 
of the Champions XV, Koloff dominat- 
ed throughout, but it was Sting who 
gained the pinfall victory. 

“J couldn’t let him win that night,” 


* 





left) into a piledriver of his own. He later leveled Nikita with another one (above right). 
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Sting said. “It was too important a 
match, not only for my win-loss record, 
but for my self-respect. If ] hadn’t put 
his shoulders down, I wouldn't have 
been able to live with myself.” 

Nikita, predictably, had a different 
view, 

“I completely dominated _ that 
match!” he boasted. “You go look at 
the tape and you will see the truth in 
that. I beat him up bad. Only in the 
end did he get lucky. But | fixed him 
good. Yes, very good! Ha, ha!” 

Koloff was talking about what hap- 
pened a litte while afer the bout. 
While Sting was being interviewed 
along with the young fan who 
won the Sting facepainting 


contest, Koloff blindsided the “Stinger” 
with a chain and left him lying helpless 
at ringside. 

“It just proves how sick that guy is,” 
Sting said. “There I was, talking to a 
little boy who looked up to me, and 
Nikita whacks me from behind. I'd 
beat his hide fair and square in the 
ring, but he can't take that. [ guess he 


can't help but cheat, can he? Well, if 


he wants to start in with all these duty 
tactics, then Tl play that game. I don’t 
like it, but I'm starting to see that’s 
what [ll have to do.” 

Finally, some six months 









after losing the World title to Flair, 
Sting has a mission again. He has a 
purpose. There's more comph in his 
Owwwewew! 

And while feuding with Koloff won't 
pive him a title, it's a start down. the 
right path, a path that he is convinced 
will {ead him to a second World 
championship. 

Nikita, do’ you realize 
what you've done? 0 


While Sting has along 
way to go in order to 
eliminate Koloff’s 
threat, he is confident 
he'll tum back the Rus- 
slan's challenge. 


By Kostya Kennedy 


HEN IT COMES to war, 

it doesn’t matter how 

you play the game. Re- 
grettably, ethics and fair play are 
easily overlooked in the scope of 
hindsight. It’s whether you win or 
lose that is remembered. 

The same is true in wrestling 
feuds. And when two such unscru- 
pulous characters as Ted DiBiase 
and Roddy Piper are at odds, 
there is absolutely no concem for 
any moral code. 

That's why, as the feud between 
“Rowdy” Roddy and the “Million- 
Dollar Man” began to unfold, DiBi- 
ase was quick to use Sensational 
Sherri to his advantage. Any edge 
DiBiase could get from his interfer- 
ing valet, ‘he considered a bonus. 

Now Piper is not the kind of 
man to be rattled by the antics ofa 
female valet. He might have 
shrugged off Sherri’s interference 
as an inevitable nuisance. Some 
proud wrestlers would have sim- 
ply ignored Shem and gone about 
the business at hand: dismantling 
the rival wrestler. 

Ah, but Roddy is an omery sort. 
Indeed, when it comes to being 
omery, Piper will not let himself 
be outdone. He couldn’t just stand 
by while Sheri and DiBiase joined 
forces. He needed to 
counterattack. 

Here lay a major obstacle. 
Shemi, of course, is a woman, Pip- 
er couldn't fight against her him- 
self, nor could he send one of his 
male comrades to do the deed. 
He needed a woman, and a tough 
one at that. 

To counteract Sheri with a fe- 
male, you really have to do some 
searching, Sensational Shem is a 
pretty feisty valet and there aren’t 
many women around who can 
handle themselves against her. 

So Roddy turned to Plan B, or, 
knowing him, it might have been 
Plan A. He recmited someone 
with a devious mind and a power- 


50 











THE PIPERDIBIASE 
WAR BECOMES A 


COMEDY OF TERRORS! 


Since becoming ‘‘Million-Dollar Man’' Ted DiBlase’s manager, Sensational Sher has inter- 
fered in several of his matches agalnst Roddy Piper, forcing the “Rowdy One” to ... 


Spectators can’t help but laugh 
when they see Virgil climb in the 
ring dressed as a woman. But 
when he trains his threatening eyes 
on Sensational Sherri, the laughter 
gives way to fright! 








... get ‘“Virgllina” to even things up. Outtitting Virgil.In a wig and dress may have been a 
shrewd move by Piper, but pitting a man against a woman could be dangerous, 





In his war with DiBkase, Piper is reaching 
for any advantage he can get. 


ful body to help carry out his devi- © 
ous plan: Piper outfitted Virgil as a 
woman. Now DiBiase’s former 
bodyguard is known as Virgilina 
and he works at Piper's side, help- 
ing to keep a woman at bay. 

“Oh, that was brilliant, wasn't 
it?” said a WWF manager who 
spoke on conditions of anonymity. ° 
“Piper dresses up a huge, ugly 
man and expects people to be- 
lieve he's a woman. He isn't 
fooling anybody, so why not just 
let Virgil go in his normal outfit?" 

Surely Piper never thought he 
could deceive anyone. But by out- 
wardly maintaining that Virgilina is 
a woman, Piper has a cnutch to fall 
back on. He can answer any 
charges of foul play by claiming 
that he merely answered the inter- 
ference of a woman with another 
female. Man vs. woman? Nahhh, 
Piper is likely to exclaim, this is 
woman vs. woman. Straight up and 
fair within the framework of human 
decency. 

Yet we all know the tuth and 
that’s what makes this whole set of 
circumstances so frightening. Vir- 
gil outweighs Shem by more than 
a hundred pounds. He’s much, 
much stronger than her and could 
severely injure her with a single 
swing of his massive right arm. 

“This feud has gotten out of 
hand,” said WWF expert Thomas ~ 
Pilliard. ‘'A little bit of interference 
is almost predictable, especially 
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When Plper and DiBlase were going at It one on one (above and below), the focus was on 
wrestling. But with Sherri and Virgil invoived, there's more grinning than grappling. 





when Piper and DiBiase are in- 
volved, but this is a very danger- 
ous situation. Virgil can lose his 
temper at a moment's notice, and 
if he takes hus anger out on Sherni, 
it’s going to be an ugly situation.” 

The sight of Virgilfina) clad in a 
dress and high heels with makeup 
covering his face and lips is one to 
behold. No one can help laughing 
at the big man; many can't help 
razzing Virgil as he stumbles into 
the nng. Some of the taunts are in 
jest, others a bit more malicious, 
but the danger is that ultimately 
they may lead to the same end: 
Virgit losing his cool. 

That's when the humor dissolves 
and fear becomes the operating 
emotion. 

“At first it’s a funny scene, Virgil 
all made up like that,” said the 
manager. “But once Virgil gets 
red, you start wondering what 
he’s going to do. He gets angry 
and he gets this harsh look in his 
eyes. You have to fear for Sensa- 
tional Sheri’s safety when that 
happens. Personally, I don't like 
Sheri at all, but I still don’t like the 





After Sherri Intertered (above), she was forced to tangle with Virgil, who easily overpowered 
her (belaw}. The fear Is that Virgil may go too far and seriously injure the woman. 








idea of a woman getting beaten by 
a man, especially one the size of 
Virgil.” 

Actually, Virgil would get more 
satisfaction venting his displeasure 
on DiBiase himself. Evert since the 
pair disbanded earlier this year, 
Virgil has been thirsting for the 
opportunity to knock around his 
former employer. Jealousy, resent- 
ment, vengeance. These are the 
things that Virgil feels when he 
sees DiBiase. They are what led 
Virgil to don the clothes of a wom- 
an. He will do anything for the 
chance to give DiBiase a good 
whipping. 

In effect, it boils down to two 
men against one. But Sensational 
Shem stands in Virgil{ina)’s way as 
he stalks his prey. And Virgil is 
not above knocking Shem out of 
his path. 

It started as just another piece of 
nonsensical interference by Sherr. 
Virgil tumed it into a humorous 
charade with his feminine outit. 
Now it is a temible and dangerous 
situation. 

And nobody will have the last 
laugh. Q 
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TWO RINGS COMPLETELY COVERED BY 
A STEEL CAGE! ONLY THE STRONG WILL 
SURVIVE! The WCW forces hava amassed 
and there is only one solution io these ring 
lensions ... WAR GAMES! Bonecrushing 
teams collide in this spectacular event thal 
can only end by sutrenderl A KNOCK. 
DOWN-DRAGOUT BLOWOUT! On this 
spectacular videotape, see Sting, Lex Luger, 
Stan Hansen, Doom, Rick & Scott Steiner, 
Ric Flair, Am Anderson, and many more top 
stars of WCW. 
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Sena To: WRESTLE ; 

+ Sports Video Inc, RaWaa! 

Box 1672 ony 

| Greenwich, CT06836 $39.95 | 
Visa Or MasterCard se 13 mstape 
: “Call Tal Fee — 
j 800-729-0380 al 

Please send me : copies of 





WRESTLE WAR "91 
“War Games" 


Please indicate method of payman: 


C Check or money order 
| (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports Video) 





| Expiration Date: ff 
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Name 
Address 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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State Zip 


Video § 





Plus $3 Pasiage & Handling For Each Tapa $ 


Total $ 








10 10 days of recap. Please include written information regarding thee ce 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 5) 


picture, he seems to be saying 
“Howdy, neighbor. Mind if | borrow 
your barbecue brush?” 

This ts a man we're supposed to 
be afraid of? C’mon, he’s like a char- 
acter out of a John Hughes movie! 

HAROLD LINCOLN 
Baltimore 


CIRCUS MAXIMUS 
Johnny B. Badd. Diamond Studd. 
P.N. News. Oz. Big Josh bringing 
hears to the ring at Super Brawl. 
You must have printed hundreds 
of letters from fans who accuse the 
WWF of being nothing more than a 





Johnny 8. Badd is the latest member of the 
WCW clrcus, says reader Jack Madden. 





— 


good news {to reader Hal Branagh. 


= 


BIll Dundee has reconciled with his son damie (formerly known as J.C, Ice Baby), and that's 


circus. But let's face itt WCW has 
also become a circus every bit as 
ridiculous. 

Personally, } don’t mind it. | think 
it adds fun to the sport. But those of 
you who are appalled by it should 
not limit your criticisms to Vince Mc- 
Mahon and Jack Tunney. Get mad at 
Ted Turner and Jim Herd, too. 

JACK MADDEN 
Pierre, SD 


THE BLUNDER YEARS 
I'm no fan of Paul €. 
Dangerously’s, but | took extreme 
pleasure in watching Paul blast Jason 
Hervey over the head with his cellu- 
lar phone at the latest Clash of the 
Champions. That Hollywood runt 
doesn’t belong anywhere near a 
wrestling ring, and he discovered 
what can happen to you when you 

step through the ropes. 

HOWARD. CANTELL 
Philadelphia 


DUNDEE AND SON 
Bill Dundee and his son, Jamie, 
have apparently reconciled. I’m glad. 
As J.C. Ice Baby, Jamie was absolute- 
ly the worst manager | have ever 
(Continued on page 56) 


THIS MON TH! IN... 
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Learn why SID JUSTICE is the second 
coming of HULK HOGAN 





STEVE WILLIAMS is crowned the first 
UWF champion—but can he muscle the 
new league into respectability? 


PLUS... 

FULL-COLOR foldout plus career bio of 
LEX LUGER ... The PWI Dream Tag 
Team Tournament, round two: YOU 
decide who wins! . . . The DESERT 
STORM rages on: HULK HOGAN won't 
stop until SGT. SLAUGHTER is 
obliterated... BARRY WINDHAM’'S 
dubious honor: He’s the only man all 
rnulebreakers trust! .. . The most 
extensive collection of match results 
available anywhere! 


All this—and much more... 
in the October 199] issue of 
Pro Wrestling Hlustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 








Find out why WCW World champion 
RIC FLAIR is demanding so many best- 
of-three-falls matches 





Can SID JUSTICE bring true justice to 
the WWF? 


PLUS... 

SPECLAL SECTION: Rare photos of such 
WWF favorites as HULK HOGAN, 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR, RICK 
STEAMBOAT, CURT HENNIG, and 
more! .. . Discover wrestling’s breeding 
ground for tomorrow’s superstars... A 
bizarre “Sports Review Interview” with 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 


All this—and much more... 
in the September 199] issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


seen. He just didn’t know what he’s 
doing around that ring. Watching his 
father, he must have learned a lot 
about the sport, but you never 
would have known that. 

Now, with Bill training him, per- 
haps Jamie will become a wrestler 
and achieve something for himself. It 
will be something to look forward 
to, 

HAL BRANAGH 
French Lick, IN 


PUTSKI POWER 

| have always considered myself 
an Ivan Putski fan. For years, ’Polish 
Power” was a force on the WWF 
scene, and now he’s doing quite 
well on the independent circuit. 

Now his son, Scott, is a wrestler, 
and a darn good one. I've seen him 
on several occasions. What’s more, 
he has a physique even better than 
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~ 





lvan and Scott Putski have a big fan In 
reader Tracy Hart. Tracy even thinks Scott 
will be even more successful than his dad. 


his dad’s. If he doesn’t become a 

major success, | would be extremely 
surprised. 

TRACY HART 

Minneapolis 


WHERE’S WAHOO? 

Wahoo McDaniel was, without a 
doubt, the greatest Indian wrestler of 
all-time. He would have become a 
world champion, too, if not for the 





i 


Former U.S. champion Wahoo McDaniel 
was the greatest Indian wrestler of all-time, 
in reader Jeff Reed’s opinion. 


r> 








cheating of Ric Flair. Anyway, | was 
glad to see that Wahoo recently 
came out of retirement to team with 
Greg Gagne against The Destruction 
Crew. 

Throughout his career, Wahoo 
was a beacon of integrity. Sure, 
there were times he walked on the 
bad side, like when he and Tully 
Blanchard were the self-styled ““Awe- 
some Twosome.” But those times 
were rare; Wahoo was usually most 
concerned with the best interests of 
the sport. 

WENDI GREINER 

Charlotte, NC 


TYPHOON SCARY 
| was shocked when Tugboat, a 
man who had stood by Hulk Hogan 
So proudly, allied himself with Earth- 
quake and changed his name to Ty- 
phoon. It just goes to prove that Ty- 
phaon is a big phony. Apparently, 
the only reason he befriended Ho- 
gan in the first place was to gain 
some popularity for himself. What a 
crumb he turned out to be! 
Tugboat, or Typhoon, or whatever 
he’s calling himself these days, 
ought to pack it in and leave the 
WWF. If he doesn’t, he’s going to 
have a lot of angry people on his 
tail. 
JEFF REED 
Bergenfield, NJ O 
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The controversial Bash tour 
heats up as Ric Flalr & Lox 
Luger go at It In Baltimore. Also 
Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S. 
thio; tripla cage “Tower of 
Doom” featuring Russian 
Assassin |, lvan Koloft, Perez, 
Rotundo, & Sullivan vs. Road 
Warrlors, Garvins & Williams; 
Fantastles vs. Midnights; 
Blanchard & Andarson vs. Nikita 
Kolott & Sting, 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 






NWA champ Rie Flair comes 
back from a broken neck to 
wrestle former champ Tarry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lox Luger 
batiios Rick Steamboat. Also: 
Sung vs. Muta; War Games; a 
battle of wits turns to a battle of 
fists whon Paul E. Dangsrously 
rumbles with Jim Cornatta; plus 
much more! 


$39.95/120 min./Turner 
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A brutal night of devilish 
dastruction! Ric Flair wants to 
pormanately settle tha score 
agains Terry Funk. Together 
with Flalr's powarhousa partner, 
Silng, the two great heavywaight 
pros troal Funk & Tho Great Muta 
ta same monstrous portions of 
punishment! Also: Lex Lugar, 
Thr Road Warrlors, Tho Samoan 
Swat Toam, The Skyscrapers, 

| The Freebirds and many more! 


$39.95/125 min.fTurner | $3 
#9 WRESTLING CLASSICS #10 


Ths NWA’s greatest wrostlars 
converge in Washington D.C., 
for a Congress of Capital 
Combat! Sting vs. Robocop 
make a special appearance to 
waich slx-timo champ Rle Flair & 
Lex Luger in a ateal cage for the 
Champlonship. Aso: The 
Steiners vs. Doom; Fly'n Brian & 
2-Man vs. Midnight Express, 
Rock'n Aoll's atc. 


$39.95@120min/Turner 
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VIDEOS !!! 


483GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


Sting, back in actlonina 
wrestling revolution as the 
greatest stars from Ihe NWA 
battla {he new young aggres- 
sors! Sting in a great 
comeback against Ale Flair for 


Mark vs. Lox Luger, Southern 
Boys, atc. 










$39.95/125 min/Turnér 


In @ isrrorizing bout, Sling 
defonds his titla against Sid 
Victous, Ric Flair teams up with 


dethrone Doom for the World 
Tag Team tlile. Lex Luger & 


In a destructive match for the 
U.S, 
Brothers vs, Nasty Boys! 
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#7 STARRCADE '90 

IG” COLLISION COURSE new! !/ 
Sting vs. The Black Scorpion! 
Who will prove victorious In tha 
first ever Tag Team Champlon- 
ship of the Universe, foaturing 
Tag Teams from around tha 
globe going to a faca lo laceina 
tournament of unlversal Impact! 
Can Lox Lugar hold on to ihe 
U.S. heavywelght belt whan ho 
battle Stan Hansen? Also: 
Doom vs. Ric Flalr &Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 
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the WS. Champlanship tiile, 












Tag Team title: Steiner 
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In the March 1990 and March 199] 
editions, Sports Review Wrestling fea- 
tured a bonus FULL-COLOR “Year In 
Pictures” section! All the feuds, title 
changes, controversies, and dramas of 
each year are captured in dozens of 
magnificent peak-action photos as only 
the staff of Sports Review Wrestling 
can bring them to you! Copies of 
these collectors’ issues are only $5 
each. Supplies are limited, so order 
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Coach John Tolos has made an immediate impact on the WWF, signing Intercontinental 
champlon “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig and Introducing the duo of The Beverty Brothers. 


word. In St. Louis, the masked 
man refused to be interviewed, 
but Gigante was excited about the 
high-flying sensation’s chances in 
WCW. 

“This young man is going to be 
a champion,” said Gigante, but 
later noted, ‘‘l have no idea who 
he is, either.” 

After leading Cactus Jack, Bob 
Orton, and The Power Twins on a 
reign of terror in the UWF, man- 
ager John Tolos seems deter- 
mined to do the same thing—with 
a new stable of rulebreakers—in 
the WWF. Intercontinental cham- 
pion Curt Hennig shocked fans 
during the May 28 television tap- 
ing at the Convention Center in 
Tucson, Arizona, when he an- 
nounced that Tolos would be his 
new manager. 

Tolos, now known as The 
Coach, replaces Bobby Heenan, 
who is retiring to the broadcast 
booth after nearly 25 years as a 
pro manager. Not only is Tolos 
managing ‘‘Mr. Pertect,"’ but he 
has introduced the duo of Beau 
and Blake Beverly—formerly 


known as The Destruction Crew 
in the AWA—as his first WWF 
team. 

“Hennig and the Beverlys 
couldn't have made a_ better 
pick,” enthused Larry of The 
Power Twins. “When David and | 
first entered ihe UWF, nobody 
had ever heard of us. But after 
just a few months under John’s 
guidance, we became top con- 
tenders. |’m sure Coach can do 
the same thing for the Beverlys. 
He’s a genius!” 

While Hennig and The Beverly 
Brothers have been undefeated 
since hiring The Coach, the other 
members of NHeenan’s _ stable, 
Haku and The Barbarian, have 
been left without a manager. 
Haku, in particular, was so upset 
that he traveled to Japan and be- 
gan competing under the Super 
World Sports banner. 

“It’s no secret that Haku feels 
hurt and betrayed,” said a WWF 
source. ‘When he left, he said 
he'd never come back to the 
WWF—and if he did, it would 
only be to get back at Heenan for. 
abandoning hirn.”’ 


nee 


USWA fans never believed it 
would last, but thus far the team 
of Robert Fuller and Jeff Jarrett 
has been a rousing success. 
Since they began teaming in ear- 
ly-May, the wholly scientific Jarrett 
and the “Tennessee Stud’ have 
been undefeated as a tandem. 

After defeating The Texas 
Hangmen to win the USWA tag 
team title on May 13, it appeared 
that Fuller and Jarrett were 
primed for a long titie reign. That 
championship tenure—and 





Jeff Jarrett and Robert Fuller remaln 4 sur- 
prisingly close team In the USWA. 
Fuller's career—were nearly ter- 
minated during a televised match 
on June 1 in Memphis. | 

Fuller and Jarrett were wres- 
tling The Texas Outlaws when 
USWA newcomers Tex Salinger 
and Master Blaster stormed the 
ring. As Eric Embry and Dr. Tom 
Prichard battered Jarrett, Salinger 
and the Blaster held a plastic bag 
over Fuller’s head for almost three 
minutes. Finally, Jarrett, Bill Dun- 
dee, Eddie Gilbert, and Jerry 
Lawler rushed the ring, but Fuller 
had already blacked out. 

“If it hadn't been for Dundee 
giving me CPR, | doubt I'd be 
standing here today,” said a livid 
and gasping Fuller after being re- 
vived. “Salinger and Blaster are 
new around here, but is that any 
way for a wrestler ta make a 
name for himself—by smothering 
somebody? First chance | get, !’m 
gonna wrap my big mitts around 
their  throats—and nobody's 
gonna be able to pull me off 
those creeps!” O 


COMING AUGUST 6 











= ‘World’ 
: enue 
| ep ee : 


68 Pages Of Full Color, 
Slick Paper, 
Power-Packed 
Photography, 

And Hard-Hitting Action 


YOU VE NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING LIKE IT 


And You’ll Never Forgive 
Yourself If You Miss It! 


59 


SUPER COLOR 
GRAB BAG 


“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 


Gur most popular back issue offer! 
Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 
22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the siza of a regular PW/ centerfold’). 


| Make Check Payable And Send To: 
| T.v. SPORTS : 
| Box 48 

Rockville Cantre, NY 11571 


Please send me the Super Color Specials 
I've checked below. | anclose $3.00 torl 
| each one I'm ordering. or $7.50 for all| 
| three. 

[) SCS #1 

[] SCS 43 
l!oscssg 4 ————— 


| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADORESS CLEARLY 


| Name 


Alternate choices | 











_ Apt. 








| Address. 


| State Zip__ 

| For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 

| for every order tor baat mail, and $3,00 for every 
order for airmail, Int'l money order only. 


City 











60 








INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 25) 


During his NWA (now WCW) Wortd title reign, Funk went to the mat against such stars as 


WS: 


| DF: 


WS: 


DF: 


Ws: 


same exact thing. 

Speaking of Terry, how is he 
faring these days? 1 understand 
he severely injured his back 
during a match you two had in 
Japan. 

Yep, he messed himself up pret- 
ty good. He took a bad fall 
from the ring, and he twisted a 
bunch of bones in his lower 
back. He’s been doing a smart 
thing by staying away from 
wrestling und! his back heals 
fully. 

A Sot of people have been say- 
ing that Terry may have 
reached the end of his career. Is 
this true? 

That's bull. Lf there’s a ring 
somewhere and Terry isn’t 
wrestling, he always feels as if 
he’s missing something. What 4 
(rooper (bat guy is! 1 can tell 
you right now that Terry will be 
back wrestling by the fall at the 
latest. You can bet your house 
on it. 

Coming from a real estate ex- 
pert, I guess that’s good advice. 
But how about your career? 
Since you’re taking on an ad- 
ministrative position, does this 
mean you've wrestled your last 


DF: 


WS: 


DF: 


WS: 


DE: 


| Jack Brisco. He hopes to bring that same type of title excitement to IWCCW. 


match? 

Why should it? J may be a lilile 
slower than I used to be, but 
every time I get on the mat I 
prove I can hold my own with 
puys half my age. Hey, 1 still 
want to wrestle! 

But wouldn’t that constitute a 
conflict of interest if you did it 
in IWCCW? 

Some people might look at it 
(hat way, but I don’t. Remem- 
ber the old UWF back in the 
80s? Bill Watts was the presi- 
dent of that organization, and J 
seem {fo recall big Bill wrestling 
on the UWF cards on occasion 
just (0 help clean house. Grant- 
ed, I don’t think you'll see me 
challenging Tony Atlas for the 
ICW Gitle, but if I take on a 
match now and again, I don’t 
see much harm in it. 

I’m glad you brought up the 
title situation, Right now, Atlas 
is ICW champion while Kevin 
Von Erich holds the World 
Class belt—but there’s still no 
IWCCW champion. Do you 
plan to sanction a Litle-unifica- 
tion match? 

No, I don’t. But I sod like to 
see a lournament to determine 











Dory shared his championship glory with 


an overall champion. That way, 
the ICW and World Class belts 
can continue to exist as second- 
ary titles—and the organization 
can retain the flavors of those 
two federations. Retaining those 
separate, independent identities 
is one of the things that keeps 
IWCCW exciting, ~=in my 
estimation. 

Before we wrap this up, I have 
a question I’ve always wanted 
to ask vou. What was the most 
memorable moment of your 


long career? 


| 





younger brother Terry and father Dory Sr. 


DF: 


WS: 


DF: 


That’s easy. It was the first 
time I teamed up with my dad 
and my brother in a six-man 
match, which I think was back 
in 1965. Even more than the 
World fitle, that amazing mo- 
ment always stands out in my 
mind. | still have the photo of 
the three of us standing in the 
ring—and I svi! get chills every 
time I look at it. 

That’s a great story. Thanks for 
your time, Dory—or I guess | 
should say Commissioner Funk. 
I have a very strong feeling that 
the fans will be hearing a lot 


from you in the coming 
months, 

They better, or I'll be out of a 
job! (laughs) QO 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 20) 





As he had done as The Glant Machine, Andre donned a mask for his comeback. Called The 
Revenger, he destroyed WWF World champion Sid Justice, then humiliated Hulk Hogan. 


a formidable physical specimen in 
his own right, had circled the ring 
in an attempt to tire his bigger 
opponent. In the old days, know- 
ing the limitations of his endur- 
ance, Andre would not have given 
chase; today, he followed Justice 
from post to post like a cat toying 
with a mouse. The effort barely 
raised his pulse. He had never felt 
this indestructible before. In his 
euphoria, he decided to treat the 
world to a sound st had not yet 
heard: that of Sid Justice begging 
for mercy. 

After Justice was taken to the 
hospital, Frank Valois said this to 
Vince McMahon and a nationwide 
TV audience: “The Revenger 
wants to make two things clear. 
He Is happy that Hulk Hogan has 
retired, so he wilt not be forced to 
annihilate him in public. And he 
wants to give El Gigante the op- 
tion to leave America today so he 
will not have to pay The Revenger 


for the folly of his words. That is 
all.” 

Andre stood by silently, hoping 
his huge grin would not displace 
the mask. He loved the stealth 
and secrecy of it all and exulted 
in the fever his return had 
created. 

Of course, Hogan came out of 
retirement to quiet this pretender 
to his old throne. Andre took spe- 
ciaf satisfaction in breaking Ho- 
gan’s right leg, which he did with 
a snap of his powerful arms. Mc- 
Mahon placed a towel over Ho- 
gan’s face so the crowd would 
not see him cry. 


AND THEN THERE WAS ONE 

In his web, the spider has no 
one to fear since he is king. El 
Gigante had not met a man—had 
not met any two men—who couid 
threaten his domain. At 7’7" and 
435 pounds of taut, wiry muscle, 
he really did not know the mean- 





Gigante phaned WCW Vice President Jim 
Herd and demanded that Herd get him a 
match agalnst The Revenger. 


ing of the word fear. “Bring me 
this Revenger dude,” he told 
WCW Executive Vice President 
Jim Herd in his best California- 
influenced English. “It’s hammer 
time, man.” 


. THE MATCH 

Andre and El Gigante glared at 
each other from across the ring. 
After the three-minute ovation that 
followed EI Gigante’s introduction, 
Andre the Giant mounted the 
turnbuckle and dramatically re- 
moved his mask. The crowd, 
ready to condemn this villain who 
had hospitalized Hogan and Jus- 
tice, grew eerily quiet. Who is this 
creature with the head of Andre 
the Giant and the body of Hercu- 
les? What is going on? 

In the broadcasting booth, 
Vince McMahon's eyes opened 
so wide they threatened to swal- 
low his head. But even he was 
rendered speechless. 

It was left to the wrestlers to 
make noise, and the ring quickly 
resonated with the thunder of 
their fists. The Giant leapt upon 

(Continued on page 64) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 63) 


Gigante was finally able to secure the WCW World title belt, but he knew he’d be in for the 
fight of his life defending it against thls man. 
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the turnbuckle and hurled himself 
in the direction of El Gigante. The 
Argentinian caught the 460-pound 
Andre in mid-air and flung him 
back into the turnbuckle. It was 
an impossible maneuver, and 
since most every fan watched a 
replay of it on the stadium’s giant 
scoreboard, they missed a move 
even more stunning: Andre quick- 
ly regained his feet, took a run- 
ning start toward El Gigante, and 
brought his opponent down in a 
magnificent headscissors. El 
Gigante swiveled out into a hand- 
stand and brought his size-21 feet 
crashing down on Andre's throat. 
Andre grabbed a foot and flung 
it—along with the rest of El 
Gigante—out of the ring. 

The match was two minutes 
old. 

Slowly, they setiled down into a 
rhythm of giants. Tne advantages 
to be had were these: 

For El Gigante, it was his fear- 
lessness. Accustomed to having 
his way with opponents, he could 
not reconcile himself to the fact 
that his maneuvers were not 
working on Andre. He tned more 
difficult and daring moves than he 
ever attempted before, like a 
dropkick that felled the mighty Gi- 
ant and knocked him unconscious 
momentarily. (The photo of El 
Gigante, four feet in the air, paral- 
lel to the ring floor, won a Pulitzer 
Prize for photographer Roy 
London.) 

For Andre, it was his exper- 
ence. In the past he knew he 
would win because he was bigger 
than his opponent. Now, wrestling 
a bigger man for the first time in 
his career, he knew he would win 
because he was better. 

Of course, it wasn’t as simple 
as that. The sight of these two 
Giants flinging around the ring like 
bantamweights lent a surreal tone 

(Continued on page 66) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 64) 


io the match. At one point they 
simultaneously attempted drop- 
kicks and such was their extend- 
ed length that both their huge 
heads hit the ropes on opposite 
ends of the ring! 

At the 24-minute mark, Andre 
felled El Gigante with straight right 
cross to the temple. The WCW 
champion, exhausted and bleed- 
ing, fell stiffly to the canvas. 
Andre’s heart quivered from ex- 
citement. He retneved Gigante 


from the ground and lifted the big 
man over his head. Sweat spit- 
shined Andre's glistening mus- 
cles. He hurled Gigante into the 
air; the Argentinian hadn't the 
Strength to break his fall. He 
came crashing down, whereupon 
Andre, the world’s greatest Giant, 
collapsed on him for the pin. 


AFTERMATH 
That was no quiver, Andre suf- 
fered a mild heart attack midway 


After pinning Gigante, Andra became a bodybullder in Vince McMahon’s WBF, and even 
teamed with Gigante to defeat The Legion of Doom. 





through the match. After three 
months of rest, he resumed a 
new career as a bodybuilder for 
McMahon’s WBF and opened a 
chain of gymnasiums around the 
country. He and Gigante briefly 
formed a tag team, but after one 
match (a three-minute annihilation 
of The Legion of Doom), they 
were unable to find any willing op- 
ponents. Gigante wrestled for sev- 


Vlade Divac as a member of the 
Los Angeles Lakers. It was 
Gigante who broke Michael Jor- 
dan’s 11-year string of scoring 
championships, as he led his 


team to the NBA championship. C 








4 





eral more years before he joined | 























NEW!!! 





East meets West for an international 
showdown guaranteed to make the 
earth Iremble! Forget international di- 
plomacy. When the superstars of WCW 
step into the ring with the best Japan 
has to offer, they create a bone- 
crunching thunder heard ‘round the 
world! Travel to Tokyo with WCW and 
have a ringside seat in the **Egg Dame” 
fos the WCW Japan Supershow! The 
main event js a thrill-packed true World 
heavyweight title match when WCW 
World champion Ric Flair does battle 
) with Tatsumi Fujinami, Japan’s Grand 
— Prix champion! Also, Suing tries to 
make sushi out of archenemy The Great 
~ Mata! The Steiner Brothers grapple 
_ with Japan’s best tag team, Hiro Hase 
__ and Kensuke Sasaki! And much more! 


> 


er | 












Send To: 

T.V. Sports Video, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1672 

Greenwich, CT 06836 


ONLY: $39.95 


Plus $3.00 shipping & handling 
Visa Or MasterCard Orders 
Call: 1-800-729-0360 
VHS FORMAT ONLY 
CO Check or money order encloseil & l 
made payable to T.V.Sports Vided] 


Visa or MasierCard I 
i) Sea te oo peat a -{] 
Expiration date 
Name I 
Address — I 
Cuy | 
Stale Zip sd 
th Vidco latal § =: I 
| [Z g Plus $3.00 cach postage & handling 
— I 
Total amount §_ ————— | 


WB (Aloe up to four weeks for dallvary. Foreign orders must include £6 

DB esch let ay mal postage A handling, INTERNATIONAL MONEY 

| ORDERS ONLY No PAL only U.S, NTSC system compainie Tepes ll 
are Quararitoed aganst defects onty, Defectve tapes wil ba replaced 

| Ati a duphicate when returned when 10 days of fotept Pleass nod 
vetlBen information fegaickng te defect and send tn he address abov 

7 Le Otte returns allenvgd.) 


67 

















TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
~ -@ RICFLAIR RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
243, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight’ 483 
(2) WOW Word (1) WOVE W. B IWAP tog team champions 
HULK ROGAN THE NASTY BOYS 
292, Venice Beach, CA Combined wei ie ep 585 pounds 
(1) WWF World champion (2) WWF World tag team champions 
LEX LUGER THE FREEBIRDS 
290, reitg a Combined weight 490 pounds 
(3) wow (1s, (4) WOW mits tag taam 
ae errr, 
(5) WWE bercorttinental champson (3) No. 1 cockondone WWF tng team title 
BOBBY EATON ROBERT FULLER & JEFF JARRETT 
233. Huntsv"9, AL oy weight 457 pounds 
___() No. 2 contender: WCW ttle (-) USWA tag team champions 
STING THE YOUNG PISTOLS 
260, Venice Beach, CA Cambined weight: 451 pounds 
(7) No. 3 contender: WCW tHta (7) No. 1 : U.S. tag team title 
a oe 
6G le rca ined weight: ae 
NIKITA KOLOFF HIRO HASE & MASA CHONO 
275. Lithuania Combinod weight 504 
(8) No. 1 contender: US, tithe (-) No.1 GP tag team title 
ERIC EMBRY THE BUSHWHACKERS 
240, Laxingtan, KY Combined weight: 542 pounds 
{8} USWA Southern (-) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team tits 
1 10337 SLAUGHTER 1 One MURDOCH & DICK SLATER 
310 guns island, SC bare ane Bobby Eaton ey oa es weight: 515 gett. em 
wcw WWF USWA PNW 
Wortd Champion: World USWA Champion: PNW Champion 
RIC FLAIR HULK HOGAN JERRY LAWLER STEVE DOLL 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 292, Venica Beach, CA (C) 234, Memphis, TN (C) 237, Dallas, TX 
1—LEX LUGER 1—CURT HENNIG {—ERIC EMBRY 4{—THE GRAPPLER 
(1) 290, Chicago, iL (3) 235, Slinneapolis, MN (1) 240, Lexington, KY (10) 280, parts unknoyn 
2—BO8BY EATON 2—SGT, SLAUGHTER 2—TOM PRICHARD 2—MIKE WINNER 
(6) 233, Huntsville, AL (2) 310, Parris Island, SC (3) 220, Houston, TX (5) 238, Virginia City, VA 
3—STING 3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 3—BILL DUNDEE 3—STEVE SAWYER 
{4) 260, Vonice Beach, CA (3) 260, Queens, NY (4) 214, Melbourne, Aus. (8) 222, Kansas City, MO 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 4—JEFF JARRETT 4—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
(3) 275, Lithuania (5) 245, Leads, England (2) 200, Handersonville, TN (3) 243, Portland, OR 
5—THE GREAT MUTA 5—THE UNDERTAKER 5—EDDIE GILBERT 5—LARRY OLIVER 
(-) 245, Tokyo, Japan (4) 320, Dallas, TX (3) 222, Lexington, TN {2) 260. Tampa, FL 
6—BARRY WINDHAM 6—SRET HART 6—DAN DAVIS 6—AL MADRIL 
() 283, Sweetwater, TX (9) 235, Calgary, Alberta (6) 238, Nashville, TN (8) 231, Los Angales, CA 
7—STEVE AUSTIN 7—THE MOUNTIE 7—TONY ANTHONY 7—DOUG MASTERS 
() 241, Dallas, TX (10) 232, Montreal, Quebec (-) 285, Sucksnoen, TN (-) 230, Tulsa, OK 
8—DUSTIN RHODES 8—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 8—ROBERT FULLER 8—C.W. BERGSTROM 
() 254, Austin, TX (8) 245, Syracuse, NY (-) 257, Dyrasburg, TN (-) 250, Portland, OR 
9—DAN SPIVEY 9—THE WARLORD 5—TEXAS RANGER 9—CRUSH 
(-) 300, Tampa, FL (-) 360, Chicago, IL (-) 280, paris unknown ().310, parts unknown 
10—RON SIMMONS 10—TED DIBIASE 10—CHRIS CANDIDO 10—THE EQUALIZER 
(7) 260. Perry, GA (-) 247, Omaha, NB (-) 227, Carteret, NJ (7) 250, parts unknown 
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WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 











Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on worlost 
records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent Skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are 
compiled by the magazine's ediforial board. Most 
Popular and Most Hated ratings are based on 
natonwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling 


fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
fo our offices. All othar ratings are based on the oficial 
current positions of challengers to the top tide in each 


calegory; certain ttUeholders receive an automatic spot 
in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 

Wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) indicates 

that the vrrestler was not rated in that category last issue, 
while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that 








. UWF 
UWF TV Champion: 
STEVE WILLIAMS 
(3) 285, Norman, OK 
1—BAM 8AM BIGELOW 
(3) 368, Mi. Laurel, NJ 
2—TERRY GORDY 
(-) 289, Chattanooga, TN 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF 
(1) 253, Brandon, FL 
4—JOHNNY ACE 
(-} 250, San Bemadino, CA 
5—BOB ORTON 
(6) 245, Kansas City, KS 
6—STEVE RAY 
(-) 255, Leavenworth, KS 
7—SUNNY BEACH 
(3) 270, Santa Monica, CA 
B—CACTUS JACK 
(5) 277, Truth Or Cons., NM 
9—IVAN KOLOFF 
() 249. Moscow, Aussia 
10—BORIS ZUKHOV 
(10) 254, Leningrad, Aussia 


calegory last isse, 
MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 

HULK HOGAN NIKITA KOLOFF 
292, Vanlog Beach, CA 275, Lithuania 
Last Issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last lasue: No. 8 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER 2 EARTHQUAKE 
290, Chicago, IL 462, Surrey, BC 
Last spe: No. 2 Moat Popular Last Iesue: No. 6 Mast Hated 
STING THE UNDERTAKER 
260, Venice Beach. CA 320, Dallas, TX 
Last iesue: No. 3 Most Popular Lost lsaue: No. 1 Most Hated 
SCOTT STEINER RIC FLAIR 
235, Bay On Mi 243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last neue: 4 Most Popular Last iasve: No. 2 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER CURT HENNIG 
234, Momphis, TN 235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last lesue: unrated Last lesue: No. 5 Most Hated 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR ERIC EMBRY 
280, Queens. NY 240, Lexington, KY 
Last kkeue: No. 5 Most Popular Lest issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
RICK STEINER SGT. SLAUGHTER 
248, Detroit, Ml 350. Parns isiand. SC 
Last keue: No, 7 Most Popular Lest lesve: No. 3 Mlast Hated 
EL GIGANTE RICK MORTON 
435, Argan 228, Memphis, TN 
Last Inoue: No. 6 Most Popular Last lasve: unrated 
BOBBY EATON TYPHOON 
233. Huntsville, AL y 407, Pittsburgh, PA 
Last besve: unrated Cast sue: unrated 

1 SID JUSTICE 1 STEVE AUSTIN 
318, Vest Mfemphis, AR 247, Dallas, TX 
Last fesue: unrated Last Issue: 


rwccw 
IWCCW Champion: 
NONE 
To be determined 
1—TONY ATLAS 
(3) 247, Roanoke, VA 
2—KEVIN VON ERICH 
(1) 235, Danton, TX 
3—TASMANLAC 
(3) 245, Tasmania 
4—TITO SANTANA 
(-} 245, Tocula, Mexico 
5—MONDO KLEEN 
(-} 270, Jilin, China 
6—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
(-) 360, Khartoum, Sudan 
7—JOE SAVOLDI 
(6) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
8—RAY ODYSSEY 
(-) 205, Palm Beach, FL 
9—SCOTT PUTSKI 
(9) 235, Austin, TX 


10—CURLY MOE 
(10) 555, Mudville, OH 


OFFICIAL 


WRESTLING 


RATINGS 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those Issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-wo ranking, and 
so on down to one point for a numbar-10 rating. The paint values for ail 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
curnulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the spor. 


SINGLES 

LEX LUGER sescsssssssssesesesssesseesssessessssneee40. points 
2—RIC FLAIR vstseissssneonneanaenen 38 points 
B3—STING seetseecrestssistsssimonnnernsmnsaae3T Ponts 
4—CURT HENNIG .sccscsssssssssseseescssssseee33. points 
5-—HULK HOGAN sssssesssesussssssesssssnasennsscee 27 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—-RICK & SCOTT STEINER...ccensereiee44 points 
2—NASTY BOYS...:eereemnocrorsenmnens dO points 
2—HART FOUNDATION ....cnsonerenecean dO points 







GEORGIA: Geongla All-Star champlon—Joel Deaton; 1—Billy Black; 2— 
Chris Walker; 3—Fabian; 4—Curtis Thompson; 5—Festus; 6—Jon Michaels; 
7—Big Bully Busick; B—Mad Dog Joo; 3—Mike Cervich; 10—Randy Rose. 


TWA: WA champion—Manny Femandez, 1—Presion Steele; 2—Jules 
Strongbow, 3—Derrick Dukes; 4—Thunderfoot |; S—Thunderfoot Il; 6—Larry 
Cameron; 7—Rikki Nelson; 8—Bob Orton, §—Col DeBeers; 10—Hillbilly Cous- 
in Luke. 


LPWASs LPWA champlon—Lady X; 1—Reggie Bennet; 2—Terri Power, 
3—Susan Sexton: 4—Bambi; 5—Madusa Miceli; 6—Misty Blue Simmes; 7— 
Denise Storm; 8—Heici Lee Morgan; $—The Beast; 10—Magnificent Mimi. 


PWA PWA champlon—Charlis Norris; 1—Larry Cameron; 2—Ken Patera; 
4—Tejho Khan; 4—Ricky Rice; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6—Lightning Kid; 7—Jerry 
Lynn; @—The Punisher; 9—Bill Invin; 10—Tommy Jammer. 


SAPW: SAPW champion—Vince Torelli; 1—Chris Chavis; 2—Curtis 
Thompson; 3~Ranger Ross; 4—Paul Jones; 5—~IWan Koloff; 6—Tomny 
Seabol; 7—Ron Garvin, 6—Wahoo McDaniel; 9—Jackia Fulton; 10—Bobby 
Futon. 


TRESTATE: Tri-State champlon—D.C. Drake; 1—J.T. Smith; 2—Tony 
Stetson, 3—Lany Winters; 4—Johnny Hot Body; 5—Caclus Jack; 6—Rockin" 
Rebel; 7—Jimmy Jannetty; B—C:N. Redd; 9—Mr. Sandman; 10—Cry Baby 
Waldo. 


WW: wwe champlon—Carlos Coton; 1—Polynesian Prince; 2—Dino Bra- 
vo; 3—King Kong: 4—TNT; 5—Invader |; 6—Abdullah the Butcher; 7—Rod 
Price; 8B—Gianl Warrior, 9—Dick Murdoch; 10—Ron Garvin. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Top fives for"big prizes. In response to many reader 
requests, this issue’s “Ratings Analysis” focuses on the 
top contenders to two important titles: the WCW U.S. 
championship and the WWF Intercontinental belt. 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE 


Vr. 4 


CURT HENNIG 
a a 1 


235, Minneapolis, MN 
Curt Hennig 


1—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
3—BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—BIG BOSSMAN 
277, Cobb County, GA 
5—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 
245, Syracuse, NY 
Analysis: Smith, the former 
member of The British Bulldogs 
(with Dynamite Kid), has gained 
the majority of opportunities at 
“Mr. Perfect's” belt in recent 
weeks, but has been pinned by 
Hennig several times. He’s in 
danger of dropping {to the 
number-two slot ... The “Texas 
Tornado,” the man Hennig 
beat for the title, won several 
battle royals to face Hennig 
during May and June, but 
mainly won his title bouts by 
disqualification ... The former 
Hart Foundation member has 
fared well against Hennig in 
limited title opportunities ... 
Bossman beat Hennig by DQ at 
WrestleMania VII, but since has 
engaged in a lengthy feud 
against The Mountie . .. Shyster, 
* formerly known as Michael 
4, Wall Street—and before that, 
Mike Rotundo—is undefeated 
since returning to the WWF. 


Davey Boy Synith 


WCW U.S. TITLE 
Champion: 
LEX LUGER 
256, Chicago, fl 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Lithuania 
2—DAN SPIVEY 
300, Tampa, FL 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 
: 263, Sweetwater, TX 
4—STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
5—STAN HANSEN 
322, Borgen, TX Steve Austin 
Analysis: The “Russian Nightmare” has received the 
bulk of the title matches against the “Total Package” in 
recent months, but Luger has turned back the challenge 
of the muscular rulebreaker thus far ... Spivey, viewed 
by many as strictly a tag team competitor, established 
himself as a genuine contender to this belt with his 
excellent showing against Luger at Wrestle War °91 ... 
Windham, a former U.S. champion, is making his mark 
after the breakup of The Four Horsemen. He’s finally been 
getting title opportunities ... “Stunning” Steve has com- 
piled an excellent record since entering WCW. Austin 
was the 1990 Rookie of the Year ... Hansen held the belt 
briefly in 1990, but his excursions to Japan often take him 
out of contention. 


An often-asked question... How come you usually have 
the number two or three contenders ranked in your Top 
70? asks Annmarie Aud of Lansing, Illinois. How can a 
number two or three wrestler be ranked ahead of a 
number-one contender? 

Actually, they’re not, Annmarie. In our ratings system, 
the WCW U.S. and WWF Intercontinental champions are 
automatically ranked as the number-one contenders to 
the WCW and WWF World titles, respectively. However, 
they are listed in the Top 10 under the titles they hold. 


$ee you next time! Got an opinion about the U.S. and t- 
C ratings? Have a question or complaint about any other 
part of our monthly rankings? Send your mail to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” co Wrestling Superstars, Box 48, Rockville Cen- 
tre, NY 11577. QO 












“y found OM 
about a Oe" oF wrrey TE 
. Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the ttle changes, the big match signings, the 
tumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


“Your ‘Transactions’ 
column lets me know 
Which wrestlers are 












Want to try a sample issue of PWT Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 


Movin we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
i a new press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
LERCH PReLLy able Conia the latest ns. features, and information packed into our newsletter, 


you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 


news and pee ees or aN : fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 


America, "Yay & Nay” and "Who's Hot, a eccepted for single-copy cmders) 
¥vho's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week" and "Match of the Week” 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 


R., Milwaukee 





“Transactions,” a lively editorial, our PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.98 per issue, and we 

Sen eee cou ties bg warn ve 

“This Week In History," “Reporters 9 Lise ty ees Soe ae Re aes 

Notebook,” and an extensive collection ; : P . 

of match results! You get all of this— © 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 

each and every week!—in a bold off the cover price i. 
newsletter format that keeps you on top @52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings mi 
of today’s wrestling news today! off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—PAST AND FIRST 





Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
: Lee aa subscription to PW Weekly as follows: 
1 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 

] Rockville Centre, NY 11571 [1] 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings | 
| Macs indicate menod Aipaumant CX 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings | 
] [J I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 

| OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. I 
ce NAME 
| (MasterCard# — ADDRESS APT ff 
! Expiration Date: __/ CITY STATE api 
l MO/YR Offer good in US. and Canada only. Foreign ainmad orders: $2.70 far single isso; 5.74 | 
L_ for 17 rssues; $60.49 for HH issues: $88.99 for £2 temas. Int? money ardars only. _J 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


F 
| 
} 







UWF POWER SINE 








HEAR THE POWER 
OF THE UNIVERSAL WRESTLING FEDERATION 


Get all the inside information about UWF Stars, Upcoming Shows, Feuds & Debuts. 
Hear the latest UWF gossip, become a member of a growing legion of UWF fanatics, 
which is the #1 organization in the sport today. 

Hear Paul "Mr. Wonderful" Orndorff, Steve "Doc Death" Williams, B. Brian Blair, 
"Cowboy Bob Orton, Col. DeBeers, “Iceman” Parsons, Steve "Wild Thing" Ray, John 
Tolos and Cactus Jack. If you want the real scoop, call 1 900-420-4893 
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